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INTRODUCTION BY THE EDITOR: REVISITING A DORMANT COLLECTION 


Harry E. Salyards 

One of the most unsettling experiences in numismatics can be returning to a dormant collection 
after some years’ absence. I don’t mean a childhood collection, where each key piece comes with 
the memory of its aquisition, perhaps in that particular roll of coins from the bank, or in change 
from a candy machine (that’s how I got my AU 1939-D nickel), or in trade from some young 
fellow collector, whose face has long since faded from your everyday life. No, I mean a collection 
put together as an adult, when you’ve either “gotten back into” coins, or begun a collection from 
scratch by purchases at shows and through the mail— coins purchased from dealers, in other 
words— but coins that you haven’t looked at— really looked at— for a number of years. What’s 
unsettling about this experience falls under two headings: the gap between what you knew then 
versus what you know now; and vastly changed price levels— A/K/A “sticker shock.” 

Back “then”— whenever that was— you had only a rudimentary sense of rarity. Chances are, if the 
seller said it was “rare,” and priced it accordingly, you swallowed the bait. Though the phrase 
“condition rarity” hadn’t yet been invented, the marketing concept surely had— and many a bill of 
goods, in the worst sense of the term, was sold under that guise. More than that, you had no 
conception of the extent to which demand , rather than absolute supply , drives prices in mainstream 
American numismatics. Nor was your eye for coins fully developed. Sure, you could spot a 
‘corroded ugly’ at arm’s length; but could you recognize a professionally recolored cent? Did you 
have a sense for the matched group , meaning as a practical matter, did that VG 1839/6 really look 
O.K. so close to that AU 1839 Booby Head? 

A number of years ago, I put together a Redbook set of middle and late date varieties— the set that 
prompts this column, in fact. I knew that it included some really nice coins; but I hadn’t realized 
how uneven the quality was, until I got it out of the bank recently and examined it critically. A 
number of ‘mismatches’ were glaringly obvious— the two 1839’s mentioned above being one 
example, the VE sharpness but rim-dinged and slightly bent 1821, holding a place right next to the 
choice XE 1822, being another. So— easy to remedy this part of the problem.. .The coins that don’t 
‘fit’ are pulled and sold. But then you start loolang for suitable replacements, and the sticker 
shock sets in. 

When I bought that AU Booby Head, back in the mid-70’s, it cost me $50. The dealer who sold it 
to me had a comparably-graded and -priced Silly Head, which he tried to sell me along with it; but 
I passed.. .As I recall, there was an obverse scratch; but then, maybe I just didn’t have $100 to 
spend all at once. In any event, I learned that either of those coins would now cost me about 10 
times as much! I really had had no idea. I simply hadn’t paid attention to the advance in prices in 
the series, once I’d completed it according to my original plan. 

But what to do now? Now that I have the knowledge, and I have the eye, and I have the sense of 
the REAL RARITY of the matched group, do I still want to go for it? Do I still want a Redbook 
set of middle and late dates badly enough to ‘ante up’ and do it right ? 

Because, as you can see, that partial, remaining collection now sits on the cusp of a decision: either 
it’s rebuilt as a complete collection, much better than the original; or what remains of it eases into 
the category of “stuff’: material of real value for sale or trade, but no longer commanding the 
emotional attachment that a collection does. Do I really want a nice AU Silly Head at $500, or 
would that money be better applied to some other collecting interest? I don’t know which way that 
decision will go, at present. But I suspect that it’s the kind of decision that veteran collectors face 
with some regularity. 
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General Mint Procedures and the Early Copper Coinage 

Craig Sholley 

Except for the fairly solid information in Taxay concerning coining operations and the excellent 
series of articles by R. W. Julian which detail the delivery of copper coinage, very little factual 
information has appeared in the numismatic literature concerning the Mint’s general coining 
procedures. The lack of accurate information has resulted in a good deal of errant speculation 
and much misimderstanding. This article will hopefully address this problem by detailing the 
general procedures for the handling of dies and the operation of the presses. 

I know some will be disappointed that I will not be addressing the technical details of planchet 
preparation, die sinking, and striking. While these subjects are quite important (and I will give 
them full treatment in future articles), the general procedures are no less critical to our 
understanding of the coining operations. In fact, they may be even more so. The procedures for 
the handling of the dies and various logistical aspects of the coining operations directly affected 
the pairing of dies and thus the die chains and emission sequences. 

On November 2, 1795, Mint Director Elias Boudinot wrote the first full set of “Mint Rules”.* 
These rules and other historical documents provide a very clear view of the Mint’s internal 
operations. 


The Handling of Dies 

Not surprisingly, the handling of the dies was strictly controlled. The “Mint Rules” specifically 
addressed how the dies were to be handled, and who was allowed to handle them, during all 
phases of the Mint’s operations. According to these rules, the Chief Coiner’s Assistant (i.e., 
Adam Eckfeldt), was responsible for the forging, turning (turning the die to finished diameter 
after the sinking of the central device), and hardening of all dies. The rules regarding this work 
were both specific and strict: 

The Hardener of Dies is to forge all the Dies directed by the Engraver, within the Mint, and not in 
any other place. He is without Delay to harden or othenvise complete, every Die delivered to him 
by the Engraver, and to suffer it [not] to be kept by any other person till redelivered to the 
Engraver. 

He is every Monday Morning to report in writing to the Director, the Number of Dies forged or 
hardened and delivered to the Engraver, the preceding week, with the denominations. 


' Regional Archives at Philadelphia, Record Group 104 [hereafter RG104], Entry 3 - Letters Sent, “The Orders 
and Directions for conducting the Mint of the United States established by Elias Boudinot, Director of said 
Mint, November 2"^, 1795”. A prior, undated copy of rules is also found in the Mint records. This earlier set 
of rules covers only the working hours and general conduct and is quoted essentially verbatim in Stewart, 
History of the First United States Mint, pp. 38 - 40. The 1795 rules were amended in 1796 to include additional 
rules regarding the assaying of bullion and handling of scRG104 bullion. A later set of amendments (dated 
1825 ?) also quoted in Stewart, pp. 41 - 44, changed the working hours and other general rules. 
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The “Articles of Agreement”, dated Jan. 1, 1796, officially appointing Adam Eckfeldt as the 
Chief Coiner’s Assistant further define just what work Eckfeldt was allowed to perform:^ 

He shall personally forge, turn, & harden all the Dies & Hubs used in sd. Mint, and do, or direct to 
be done everything necessary thereto, except the Engraving & polishing. 

The key person in controlling the movement and accounting of finished dies was the Mint 
Director himself. Finished dies were turned over to the Director and when the Chief Coiner 
needed dies, he was to request them from the Director. To quote from the rules: 

The Chief Coiner will receive from the Director from time to time all such Dies, of every 
denomination as he may think necessary for the Coinage, for which he will be charged, and he is 
to return to the Director all such as shall be defaced [i.e., injured] or broken, for which he will be 
credited. 

While the Director was technically responsible for controlling the finished dies, other rules make 
it clear that, for all practical purposes, this task was really carried out by the Director’s Clerk: 

He [the Director’s Clerk] will receive all the Dies & Hubs returned from the Engraver, and carefully 
secure them in a place to be kept by the Director for that purpose. Every Monday Morning he will 
call for the Engraver's Report of the Number & quality of Dies delivered by him the preceding 
week, to the Hardener of Dies for Hardening. A regular Account of all which he will keep in a 
Book for that special purpose. He will see that the Chief Coiner is constantly charged with all the 
Dies that may be issued to him, and credited with all such defaced and broken Dies as shall be 
returned by him. 

The requirement for the Chief Coiner to return “defaced” dies to the Director is perhaps the key 
point of these passages. This rule essentially prohibits the Chief Coiner (or anyone else in the 
coinage department for that matter) from “repairing” a damaged die. The rule is clear: damaged 
dies are to be returned to the Director. For those of us with industrial experience, this regulation 
comes as no surprise - you don’t let unqualified workers “mess” with the production tooling! 

It is also interesting to note that the rules specifically state that the finished dies were locked up 
after delivery to the Director, yet there is no mention of this requirement for the in-process dies 
or the finished dies delivered to the Chief Coiner. Despite this seeming oversight, the dies were 
certainly locked up at all times. The rules clearly state that records were kept and the Forger and 
Turner, the Engraver, and Chief Coiner were responsible for the safe keeping of the dies. The 
rules and other historical documents specifically mention vaults within the Mint.^ There were 
two separate vaults in the “coinage building” and one in the main office. The dies may have been 
stored in these vaults or separate “lock boxes”. 

Some readers may note that I have not specifically addressed the rule for the Engraver. This is 
not an oversight. These rules are essentially a reiteration of the above, so there is no need to 
quote them here. 


^ RG104, Entry 3 - Letters Sent 

^ Three of these were uncovered during the destruction of the Mint buildings, see Stewart, pg. 137. 
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To summarize, the Mint rules clearly establish the flow of “in-process” and finished dies with 
records being kept at every stage: 

• The Engraver directs the Forger & Hardener to forge die bodies and these are 
then turned over to the Engraver for the hubbing of the central devices. 

• The hubbed dies are returned to Forger & Hardener for turning and the turned 
dies are returned to the Engraver for finish engraving and basining. 

• The engraved dies are returned to Forger & Hardener for hardening/tempering 
and the hardened dies are then returned to the Engraver for final polishing. 

• The finished dies are turned over to the Director’s Clerk for use. 

• The Chief Coiner requests dies from the Director/Director’s Clerk. 

• Damaged and broken dies are returned to the Director’s Clerk and final 
disposition is made by the Engraver with the salvageable dies being repaired 
(lapped to remove clashes, etc.) and returned to the Director’s Clerk for reuse. 

The Mint Director also issued special instructions that specifically addressed the handling of the 
dies during the various Yellow Fever epidemics that caused the periodic closure of the Mint:'* 

The Assistant to the Coiner will specially attend to the actual Destruction of all of the spoiled Dies, 
so that no possible use may be made of them in Coining, in Case they should get into improper 
Hands, not even as a pattern. 

The Director’s Clerk will attend to the putting up all the good Dies with the aid of the Assistant 
Coiner in such a manner that they receive no Injury & have them carefully locked up in a box and 
taken to the Bank of the U.S. 

Some Mint records indicate a closer working relationship between the Coining Department and 
the Engraver from 1836 on, and dies may have moved directly between these departments. 
However, other records clearly show that the Director had ultimate control of the dies and (not 
surprisingly) that detailed records of the dies were kept. Regardless of the arrangements, there 
still would have been some delay in the repair and return of dies.® 


'' RG104, Entry 3 - Letters Sent, letter from Elias Boudinot dated Aug 24, 1799. Other letters concerning the other 
closures read the same. 

^ RG104, Entry 1 - General Correspondence, letters from Peale to Patterson on March 8, 1836 and Dec. 24, 1836. 
The March 8 letter concerns new laps for basining dies and the Dec. 24 letter concerns the master hubs for the new 
half dollar design. These and other letters tend to indicate in that Peale was given a rather “free rein” by Director 
Patterson. Other letters show that the superintendents of the various branch mints had to request dies from the 
director, and Entry 104 - Register of Dies for the Philadelphia and Branch Mints 1839 - 1854, show that detailed 
records were still kept. 
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The Operation of the Presses 


The half and large cent issues were struck on two radically different types of presses - the 
manually powered screw presses from 1793 through March of 1836, and the steam press from 
late March 1836 through the end of both series in 1857. In the following discussion I’ll first 
address the screw presses and then the steam presses. 

The Screw Presses 


The “Mint Rules” were quite specific and strict concerning the coining operations. The rules 
directly state that the screw presses were to be locked up when not in use: 

The Pressman who shall have the Keys of the Presses, shall never leave them without locking 
them with the Chains, so as to prevent the Levers from being moved, and when the Business of 
the Day is finished, shall immediately deliver the Keys to the Chief Coiner, or other Supervisor of 
the Department as may be indicated. If any Pressman shall neglect this Order, he shall be 
immediately discharged and forfeit all his Wages then due. 

While it is possible that the daily shutdown and lock-up of the presses included removing the dies 
from the press, a more likely scenario is that a mis-struck coin, blank planchet, or even a piece of 
leather was placed in the coining chamber to protect the dies, the press closed, and then locked. 
With the press closed in such a manner it would have been nearly impossible to get the dies out. 
Nonetheless, this rule does show that the Mint was very careful concerning presses that were 
set-up for striking. 

The rules also show that there were at least three persons supervising the striking of coins: the 
Chief Coiner and two men directly assigned to him, the Assistant Coiner and a Mint Foreman. 
The intent of this is very clear - the pressmen were not to be left imsupervised. 

Other Mint records provide a very clear view of the denominations struck on the various presses 
and how many presses were in operation at one time. 

In his half cent encyclopedia, Walter Breen proposed the following allocation of the Mint’s five 
screw presses basing his conclusions on the size of the press and the size of the coins, and a 
statement in the 1806 Mint Report that the cent press had broken down:* 

1 . Dollars, medals, and hubbing. 

2. Eagles and half dollars. 

3. Cents. 

4. Half cents, quarter dollars, and half eagles. 

5. Half dimes, dimes, and quarter eagles. 


® Walter Breen, Walter Breen ’s Encyclopedia of Half Cents, pg. 224. The number of presses comes from Boudinot’s 
1805 report. By mid 1795 the Mint had purchased new presses and five presses were in operation by this time. 
Prior to this the number of presses is a bit unclear, but there were at least three. All of these presses were of 
domestic origin, Droz did not supply any presses. The author will give this subject full treatment in a future article. 
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While it is true that a larger coin requires more striking force and too powerful a press would 
break a small die, Breen did not realize that the presses were “adjustable”. The force applied by 
a screw press is dependent on a number of factors including the weights on the ends of the swing 
arm, and these weights could be changed. The various account books in the Mint records show 
that the Mint purchased weights for the screw presses on a few occasions. The first purchase this 
author has found being on Jan. 22, 1795 right after the Mint bought its new presses.^ 

Other Mint documents definitely show that certain denominations were occasionally struck on at 
least two different presses. In the 1 804 report. Mint Director Elias Boudinot clearly implied that 
cents were struck on more than one press: 

The increased price of Copper in Europe and the quantity on hand have been thought sufficient 
reasons to confine the Coinage of Cents to one press... 

And in a Nov. 8 1836 letter to Treasury Secretary Levi Woodbury, Mint Director Patterson 
stated:* * 

Heretofore we have used two screw presses for coining half dollars, one of them only 
occasionally. The smaller of these presses required three men to work it, the larger four. 

The Mint’s various “working” coinage account books also directly contradict Breen’s assignment 
of the presses.’ These accounts show that half eagles and either half cents or quarters were being 
struck at the same time and in quantities too great to have been emitted from one press. 

Regarding the breakdown of the cent press, which was used as part of Breen’s rationale 
concerning the presses, Breen stated that the press broke down in early April of 1 806 and could 
not be used again for nine months (i.e., until January of the following year). Breen apparently 
came to this conclusion based on a statement in the 1 806 Mint Report: 

It will be observed that but little has been done in the coinage of Copper during the last year. This 
is owing to the Cent press wanting a new screw and other repairs that it was not easy to procure 
and besides it was seldom that a hand could be spared for this purpose from the more urgent 
business of the Mint. 

WTiile this statement leaves little doubt that the “cent press” did break down, the aforementioned 
“working” coinage account books tell a much different story and directly contradict Breen’s 
conclusions. These books show that the last cents for 1806 were struck on (or just prior to) April 
22. After this date, the Mint was mainly striking half dollars and half eagles along with some 
quarters and half cents. 


^ RG104, Entry 180 - Stubs of Warrants, warrant 23 dated Jan. 22, 1795, “In favor of George Ludlam for four Lead 
Weights, cast to pattern for the coining Press”. 

* RG104, Entry 3 -Letters Sent. 

’ RG104, Entry number is unknown as it does not correspond to any number in the records index. This account 
book is titled “The Treasurer of the Mint, Receipts for Copper Coin” and is a “working” account book containing 
daily figures for the copper coins delivered by the Chief Coiner to the Treasurer 1793 - 1816. Found by the author 
in the box containing Entries 42, 43 & 44. Accounts of bullion coins are contained in Entry 38 - Waste Books. 
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Half cents were struck and delivered to the Mint Treasurer on July 11, Sept. 16 and 19, Oct. 2 
and 8, and Dec. 13 and 30. At the same time the Mint was delivering massive amounts of half 
dollars (in some cases more than can be accounted for by one press) and lesser amounts of half 
eagles and quarters. 

From the dates and quantities, the half cents could not have been struck on the quarter/half eagle 
press. They likewise could not have been struck on the half dollar press, since that press was in 
constant use. The “dollar” press was too large and would have literally crushed a half cent die, 
besides it too was in use on half dollars. And the dime/half dime press was too small. This 
leaves only one press for the striking of half cents - the cent press. 

So, the “cent” press was obviously repaired by July 11, 1806. And this conclusion is not 
inconsistent with the statement from the Mint Report. While the Mint may have had problems 
obtaining a screw in 1806, the real reason the press went unrepaired for nearly three months is 
revealed in the latter part of the statement; “anJ besides it was seldom that a hand could be 
spared for this purpose from the more urgent business of the Mint." The “more urgent business” 
being the striking of gold and silver. 

So, if the cent press had been repaired by July of 1 806, then why didn’t the Mint resume striking 
cents? Here the Mint’s account books provide the reason: the demand for cents had waned and 
the demand for half cents suddenly picked up - of the 356,000 half cents struck from July 
through December of 1806, only 72,000 remained on hand at the end of the year.'® Therefore, 
the Mint was simply striking what was in demand - half cents. 

Based on the foregoing Mint records, a more likely allocation of the presses is then: 

1 . Dollars, medals, hubbing, and occasionally half dollars. 

2. Eagles and half dollars. 

3. Cents and half cents. 

4. Quarter dollars, half eagles, and occasionally cents or half cents. 

5. Half dimes, dimes, and quarter eagles. 

The labor records, coining account books, and statements by the Mint Directors in various 
reports all provide significant evidence regarding the number of presses in operation at any given 
time. These records show that while there were probably two coining presses in 1793, the Mint 
had only enough laborers to operate one at a time. For 1794 through 1800, the records indicate 
that the Mint could operate two presses at a time. Some time in the early 1800s additional 
manpower was hired and the Mint could operate three presses at a time, and this continued until 
the introduction of the steam presses." 


Figures and discussion provided by R. W. Julian from his article “The Cent Coinage of 1805 - 1806”. 

" RG104, Entry 196 - Personnel Record, and Entry 197 - Laborer’s Bills 1796 - 1800. Entry 196 is one of Voigt’s 
account books and is a daily record of the work performed by each worker. This account book shows who the 
pressmen were and whether they were striking cents or half cents. See also Stewart pg. 98 for labor records from 
1795 and pp. 141 - 142 for labor records from 1832. The Mint’s various coining account books were also used to 
arrive at these conclusions. 
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The Steam Presses 


There are literally no records concerning the overall operational rules for the steam presses. It is 
doubtless that new Mint rules and operating procedures were written from time to time, but these 
have unfortunately been lost. However, the overall “tenor” of the screw press rules, which 
indicate a very strict control, is still applicable. The attitude of strict control would not have 
changed simply due to the introduction of new machinery. So, while there are no direct records, 
the presses would certainly have been “locked up”, or their operation otherwise prevented, during 
the daily shut down. 

While we do not have operational rules for the steam press, there are very detailed records 
concerning the denominations struck on each press and the striking rates for those presses.'^ 

The Mint initially ordered three steam presses, each of a different size. The size of the press was 
determined by the denominations to be struck on it, and they were allocated as follows: 

1 . Dollars and half dollars. 

2. Cents, quarters, eagles, and probably half eagles and half cents. 

3. Dimes, half dimes, and smaller gold. 

The striking rate for each of these presses was 60 per minute for the dollar/half dollar press, 75 
per minute for the cent/quarter/gold press, and 90 per minute for the dime/half dime/small gold 
press. 


Implications 

While the foregoing certainly improves our overall understanding of Mint operations, the 
major implication is the impact that all of this has on the die chains and emission sequences. 
The problem with the current die chains and emission sequences is that they are linear 
constructs - there is no allowance for interruptions of the die chains or “co-emission” of the 
varieties. However, from the preceding it can be clearly seen that the die chains were not 
continuous. And since two presses were periodically used to strike cents (and possibly half 
cents) prior to the introduction of the steam press, there certainly was an occasional 
co-emission of varieties.*^ 


Franklin Peale, “Description of the New Coining Presses lately introduced into the U.S. Mint, Philadelphia”, 
Journal of the Franklin Institute, November 1836, pg. 307. Also, Eckfeldt and Dubois, A Manual of Gold and 
Silver Coins of All Nations, 1842, pg. 10. Peale states that the Mint’s first press was used for eagles, cents and 
quarters; the information for the other two presses comes from Eckfeldt and Dubois, along with some Mint records, 
which shows that the dollars and half dollars were struck on one press and dimes and half dimes on another. The 
assignments of the half eagles and small gold are the author’s conclusions based on the size of the coins. 

Readers who also collect the Capped Bust series should note that the same arguments presented here also apply to 
this series despite the additional data provided by the lettered edges developed by Lehman and Gunnet. 
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The rules for the handling of dies basically insured that there would be interruptions of die 
chains. For the “screw press era” of 1793 through early 1836, the rules clearly show that any 
time an injured die need to be lapped, or otherwise repaired, it had to be returned to the 
Director. From there it would be returned to the Engraver for repair and returned to the 
Director for re-issue to the Chief Coiner. Even if the Engraver was not otherwise occupied, 
this could take anywhere from a few hours to a couple of days depending upon the nature of 
the repair. 

And even though there may have been a closer working relationship between the coining and 
engraving departments from March 1836 on, and the dies could have moved directly between 
these departments, there still would have been some delay in the repair of damaged dies and 
their return. 

Now, the coining department personnel obviously didn’t “take a break” and wait for the 
die(s) to be returned; a new die or dies would have been installed in the press and striking 
continued. So, anytime we see a lapped or repaired die, the die chain for that series is 
certainly discontinuous. 

And these would not have been the only situations causing an interruption in the die chain. If 
coining of a denomination was suspended due to lack of planchets or a switch to the striking 
of another denomination,^'* the dies would have been removed from the press and returned to 
the die locker to prevent dirt and moisture from accumulating on them and causing corrosion. 

This “shuffling” of the dies also has other implications relative to the die chains. Once 
removed from the press due to a suspension in coining, there is simply no guarantee that the 
dies were put back in the press in their previous pairing. Thus, die chains are not merely the 
result of a broken die being replaced by another in a continuous and linear fashion, but also 
the inadvertent mixing up of the dies as the Chief Coiner returned them to and retrieved them 
from the die locker in the coining department.*® This mixing of the dies would also have 
occasionally caused “remarriages” wherein one variety occurs between two die states of 
another, and remarriages are seen in the large cents. 

So, while we can construct die chains showing that one variety definitely preceded another, 
this does not necessarily mean that it was struck immediately before the latter. If severe 
clashing or breakage occurred such that both dies were damaged and removed from the press 


Since more than one denomination was struck on a given press, the Mint frequently had to cease coining of one 
denomination in order to strike another. For the “screw press era”, the Mint also did not have enough labor to work 
all of the presses and this also caused a switch fi’om one denomination to another. For this period, there are some 
indications that cents and half cents were struck at the same time, but generally the Mint appears to have ceased 
coining of cents to strike half cents. And when bullion coinage was being struck during this period, the Mint struck 
either cents or half cents, but not both. In the mid to late 1840s, several additional steam presses were installed and 
the cessation of coinage due to press allocation and labor basically disappeared. 

The removal of the dies from the Mint during the “Yellow Fever shutdowns” would likewise have resulted in 
interruptions of the die chains. 
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for repair, then any number of varieties, including a whole chain, could have been struck 
between the rest of the “original” die chain! The same is true of a suspension of coinage due 
to lack of planchets or a switch to another denomination, since there is no guarantee that 
coining resumed with the dies from the preceding chain. 

As a result, not only do we have to change our thinking relative to what die chains mean, but 
also in respect to the emission sequence. While the interruption of the die chains obviously 
causes very serious problems to the emission sequences, the use of two presses and the 
concomitant problem of “co-emission” virtually invalidates the whole concept. In this case 
two varieties or even two whole die chains could have been struck at the same time! 

And the problem of co-emission does not appear to be one of minor and isolated instances. 
From a review of the coining records, two presses appear to have been in use on the cents in 
1794, 1798 - 1803, 1816 - 1820, and possibly other years in the 1820s and early 1830s. 

One last fallacy of the emission sequences revealed by the foregoing is that the sequences are 
often constructed according to the “design type” of the dies. Whichever design is thought to 
be the earliest is placed first in the emission sequence, and so on. Now, this rationale is 
probably very solid for major design change (i.e., from the Liberty Cap to the Draped Bust, 
the Draped Bust to the Classic Head, etc.) since there are clear breaks in the coining to 
support such delineation. 

However, the same cannot be said for the sub-type design changes within each of these 
groups. In this case there are no real clear breaks in the coining records and the design 
changes are so minor that the dies would be virtually indistinguishable from one another. 
And the early coining dies held in museums show that they were not serialized, so there was 
no easy way to tell the difference. 

Since the dies did not flow directly from the Engraver to the Chief Coiner, but rather went 
into a die locker under the control of the Director and then to the Chief Coiner, “new design” 
dies could have been issued before all of the “old” dies were used up. This same type of 
mixing could have occurred with the dies being held by the Chief Coiner. And then there’s 
the mixing due to damaged “old” dies going back to the Engraver for repair while “new” dies 
are being issued. Thus, any attempt to group and arrange varieties within an emission 
sequence based on sub-type is far more likely to be artificial than real. 

In summation, while we can develop definitive die chains for every date (provided we realize 
that those chains may not be continuous), we cannot do the same for emission sequences. 
The problems of discontinuous die chains and co-emission result in the emission sequences 
for most years being nothing more than purely speculative and artificial arrangements. 
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NEW DIE STATE FOR 1800 NC-2 DISCOVERED 

Bob Grellman 


An intermediate die state of the rare 1800 NC-2 was recently sent to me by Henry 
Hettger, who discovered it unattributed. The characteristic straight-line die break joining the 
rim from the bust tip up to the rim opposite the chin is strong. However, this example shows 
a clear raised cud break in the middle of the area outside the crack. On all the examples I 
have seen (until now), there has been either a crack without a cud or a full cud running the 
entire length of the crack. Of course, this variety is usually found is such low grades that 
minor differences in the crack or cud would be difficult to see. 

This new example has the sharpness of about Very Fine-30, but the surfaces are 
corroded. Nonetheless, the details are excellent and the intermediate status of the cud is 
clear. My assessment of a net grade is Very Good, which would place it somewhere in the 
upper portion of the condition census. Not bad for a cherry! 




************* 
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NEW JERSEY COPPERS, PART 44; MARIS 12G and 14J 

Ray Williams 


So much has happened in the last two months! Dennis Wierzba and I are starting to organize the 
guest speakers and program for this year’s New Jersey Copper Symposium. While I’m thinking of it, let 
me give you the schedule of educational events planned for this year’s C4 convention, to be held in 
conjunction with the Bay State Show in Boston, November 5*, 6* and 7*. 


Friday, November 5, 1999; 

5:00 to 7:00 7* NJ Copper Symposium 

7:10 to 8:00 Betts Medals 

8:10 to 9:00 Early Paper Money of America 

9:10 to 10:00 French Colonial Coinage 


Dennis Wierzba and Ray Williams 
John Adams 
Tom Denly 
Robert Vlack 


Saturday, November 6, 1999 

10:00 to 10:50 Collecting Colonials for the Beginner Mary Sauvain 

1 1 :00 to 11 :50 Coinage that Circulated in Colonial America Phil Mossman 


Please, if you plan to attend the NJ Copper Symposium, let me know by mail or e-mail. This is 
important so we can make preparations for the appropriate number of collectors. The guest speakers who 
have hand out material will have at least enough to cover those who RSVP. 

At the time of this writing, the November 6* Coinage of the Americas Conference on Washintonia is 
being rescheduled for November 20* so as not to conflict with C4. Please check with the ANS to 

confirm this. 


I received a phone call from a friend yesterday, letting me know the he purchased a small but 
significant collection from another friend of mine. The resulting duplicates, including a Maris Plate coin, 
will probably enter the market through the C4 Auction. From what I’ve heard, this is how many old time 
collections were formed. Collections were purchased intact and unneeded duplicates were sold off That 
seems easier and less time consuming than acquiring individual coins. I guess both methods have their 
advantages. 



Maris 12-G 


McCawley & Grellman 
Third C-4 Auction 
Lot 314 


Back to the condition census... The first variety 
we’ll talk about is Maris 12-G. This is the most common 
of the “coulterless” die pairings. The 12 obverse is also 
paired with the I reverse, which is a slightly scarcer 
variety. Nicknamed the “Shaggy Head” variety, the head 
is well executed, with the hair in the mane going in all 
directions. The date is usually weak at the bottom. The 
ears are under “AE” of Caesarea, the beam has a slight 
“S” curve and the legend is unpunctuated with the “EA” 
closer to each other than any of the other letters. The “G” 
reverse is very similar to the “C” in size and style. The 
shield is symmetrical, with the chief point in line with 
bottom left of the “B”. The legend is punctuated with six 
pointed stars. 
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The 12-G is readily available in low grade. I just saw a low grade coin this morning at a small 
show - dealer Gary Smith had it priced at $160. To find an example above fine with attractive, well 
struck surfaces is a challenge, while a solid VF or better will require an exhaustive search and a large 
wallet. Below is listed all the owners of 12-G’s that I’m aware of, in order of condition groups. How the 

coins place within these groups is anyone’s guess. 

Maris J . Pseudonym Condition Pedigree r 

12-G CA Collector #3 AU T. Terranova; Oechsner; Spiro 

12-G Eastern Collection AU Foreman; Bareford; Brand and Hall 

12_G NJHS AU Thomas Canfield Estate 

12-G Groves Collection XF Roper Lot 300 

12-G Noted Western Collector VF 

12-G CA Collector #3 VF CA Collector #2; Garrett III; Maris Plate Coin 

12-G Pacific Northwest Collector VF Bowers’ Rarities ’97; Norweb; Picker 


12-G Groves Collection VF 

12-G R. Connell VF 


12-G 

E. Kucia 

VF 

D. Valenziano 

12-G 

NY Collector #4 

VF 

12-G 

D. Wierzba 

VF 

M&G Barnes Lot 311; Anton; Picker; Dietz; Maris 



12-G 

NJ Collector #4 

F 

12-G 

G. Lyman 

F 

EAN 6/24/89 Lot 746 

12-G 

D Palmer 

F 

D. Mituzas 

12-G 

M. Wierzba 

F 

D. Wierzba 

12-G 

R. August 

F 

12-G 

KS Collector #1 

F 

EAN 2/13/93 Lot 48 

12-G 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

Ken Morrison 



12-G 

Northeastern Collector 

VG 


12-G 

R, Hulbert 

VG 

D. Mituzas 

12-G 

J. Lorenzo 

VG 


12-G 

F. McGrath 

VG 


12-G 

C. Schettino 

VG 

M&G Barnes Lot 5 

12-G 

L. Terrell 

VG 

M&G Barnes Lot 312 

12-G 

R. Williams 

VG 

R. Feuer 




12-G 

C. McDonald 

G 

M. Ringo 

12-G 

S, Schaffer 

G 

T. Rinaldo 

12-G 

R. Moore 

G 

Stacks 7/93 Lot 2006 

12-G 

P. Scherff 

G 





12-G 

C. Young 

AG 


12-G 

K. Beukelaer 

AG 



12-G 

ANS - 2 Coins 

Unknown 


Notably missing from the 12-G Census are the following auction appearances 


M&G 

3"* C4 Auction, Lot 314 

AU 

Plated 

New Netherlands 

60*^ Sale, Lot 357 

EF 

Plated 

Parmelee 


EF 

(I don’t own this catalog) 

Bowers 

Spring Quartet Sale, Lot 1307 

VF 

Plated 

Stack’s 6/75 

Kissner Sale, Lot 59 

VF 

Plated 

I’m sure there are 

other significant coins unaccounted for. 

Please 

let me know if you have any 


information on any of the above or others. 
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Maris 14-J 


Maris 14J is a traditional R-1, and 
this condition census will not change that. 
This variety is one of the most common, 
probably only second to the 56-n. For 
those starting a die variety collection of 
New Jersey’s, this is usually one of the 
first acquired. The 14 obverse has a 
straight beam, ending in a point due to a 
slip of the engraver’s tool. 




’s, September 1988 
Oechsner Sale 


Lot 1247 


The head is small and well centered. The 7 is slightly low in the date. Reverse J is one of the most 
easily recognizable, just by the shield. The shape is not symmetrical - it’s slightly pregnant to the right. 
For an in depth study of the “J” reverse, I strongly recommend an article entitled “New Jersey Reverse J, 
A Biennial Die”, published in the AJN Second Series 1 (1989) by the ANS. The author, Michael Flodder, 
applies a scientific study of die states of Reverse J, and what obverses correspond to them. It’s a 
fascinating work, with 18 plated coins, and I won’t give away the plot or the end here, but let me 
emphasize that it’s on my required reading list! 


As with the 12G, the census will list coins grouped by grade. Owners and/or catalogues supply 
this grade to me. How coins rank within the groups is unknown to me. Comments or suggestions are 
always welcome on this topic. How does your 14J stand within this census? If it’s not listed, it should 
be... 


Maris # Pseudonym Condition Petligree 


14-J 

Noted Western Collector 

UNC 


14-J 

Eastern Collection 

UNC 


14-J 

Eastern Collection 

UNC 


14-J 

Midwestern Collection 

UNC 



14-J 

CA Collector #3 

AU 

CA Collector #2 

14-J 

NY Collector #4 

AU 


14-J 

R. Moore 

AU 

Colonial Trading; Stacks '90 FPL Lot 139 

14-J 

R. August 

AU 


14-J 

Groves Collection 

AU 


14-J 

NJHS 

AU 

Thomas Canfield Estate 


14-J 

CA Collector #3 

EF 


14-J 

S. Peck 

EF 

Smythe Sale 

14-J 

J. Lorenzo 

EF 


14-J 

S. Martin 

EF 

Gale 

14-J 

E. Kucia 

EF 

D. Valenziano 

14-J 

D. Wierzba 

EF 


14-J 

Henderson TX Collection 

EF 

T. Rinaldo 

14-J 

Maryland Collector#! 

EF 

M. Ringo 

14-J 

D. Palmer 

EF 

Eastern Collector; Kesse 

14-J 

L. Terrell 

EF 

Bowers 


- 274 - 


14-J 

Northeastern Collector 

VF 

14-J 

F. McGrath (2 Coins) 

VF 


14-J 

Maine Collector #1 

VF 

Sonderman 

14-J 

A. Pietri 

VF 


14-J 

Groves Collection 

VF 


14-J 

C. Schettino 

VF 

Peter Cryst Coin 

14-J 

L. Terrell (2 Coins) 

VF 


14-J 

D. Wierzba 

VF 


14-J 

M. Wierzba 

VF 

D. Wierzba; M&G Barnes Lot 315 

14-J 

C. Young 

VF 


14-J 

D. Townson 

VF 

14-J 

R. Williams 

VF 

M&G Barnes Lot 316; Saccone 1560; Norweb 1315; 
Privately Picker 


14-J 

NJ Collector #4 

F 


14-J 

R. Blaha 

F 

Rl Collector 

14-J 

Virginia Collector #1 

F 


14-J 

J. Keesing 

F 

J. Kern 

14-J 

G. Lyman 

F 

14-J 

F. McGrath (2 coins) 

F 

14-J 

S. Tanenbaum 

F 


14-J 

B, Holland 

F 

Stacks 9/91 Lot 9 

14-J 

TCR 

F 


14-J 

P. Scherff 

F 


14-J 

Ocean NJ Collector 

F 

J.M. Christensen 73 Mail Bid 

14-J 

R. Williams 

F 

JEL Coins 



14-J 

F. McGrath 

VG 

14-J 

S. Schaffer 

VG i 

14-J 

B. Gill 

VG 




14-J 

T. Benford 

G 


14-J 

Todd G. 

G 

M. Ringo 

14-J 

Todd G. 

G 

P. Boisvert 

14-J 

R. Williams 

'g 

Ye Olde Curiosity Shoppe 





14-J 

ANA 

AG 


14-J 

F. McGrath (holed) 

AG 


14-J 

K.Beukelaer 

AG 


14-J 

KS Collector #1 (2 Coins) 

AG 






14-J 

Newark Museum 

Unknown 


14-J 

ANS (2 coins) 

Unknown 


As with the 12-G, the 14-J has many auction appearances that are unaccounted for. Some of 
these are: 


Bareford Lot 109; Brand 

UNC 

Plated 

Frontenac Lot 121; Boyd; Ryder; Parmelee 

AU+ 

Plated 

Garrett III Lot 1399; Ellsworth 

AU 

Plated 

Oechsner Lot 1247; Spiro 

AU 

Plated 
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In conclusion, I want to restate that the coins are not in order of desirability within their 
grade ratings. The coins are listed randomly with the exception of the ones I own, whieh are 
always at the bottom of their range. If a collector supplies me with a split grade, such as VF-25, 
VF+, VF / EF, those coins will be in the lower grade range. These three examples would all be 
grouped in the VF range. 

There are less than twice as many 14-J’s than 12-G’s in the survey. With the number of 
participants in this Condition Census, the ratio of these two varieties is not indicative of their 
relative searcity. I don’t see any reason to change the R1 rating for the 14-J. Although I can’t 
prove it here, I have a gut feeling that the 12-G is an R4. But without proof, we’ll have to keep it 
an R5 for the moment. I’m aware of at least two other surveys being done, and possibly their 
information might confirm my R4 suspicion. 

The next Condition Census will be on the Maris 15-J, 15-L, and 15-T varieties. John 
Griffee covered the 15-U in an earlier issue. Please contact me with any information you have 
about the above varieties. Also, please consider being a part of this Condition Census. My e-mail 
contacts have tripled in the past two months; please keep the comments coming. I’ll see you at the 
NJ Copper Symposium in November. 


Ray WUhams 
924 Norway Avenue 
Trenton, New Jersey 08629 
(609) 587-5929 
raydianewilliams@juno.com 

OPEN LETTER FROM THE EAC PRESIDENT 

March Wells 

I am sure that everyone who is active in the hobby now knows that Tom Reynolds was 
robbed of his inventory as he returned home from a show in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. This 
was just after EAC and Tom was carrying some EAC material with him at the time. One lot 
of coins worth $7150 purchased by a mail bidder, and still in Tom’s possession, was stolen, 
as well as a lot of four coins that were buybacks and valued at $5400. This is a total of 
$12550 worth of coins that will be the responsibility of EAC if all the coins stolen are not 
returned. 

Tom gave a report at the EAC meeting at ANA last month on the status of the case. 
Approximately 20% of the coins have been recovered, representing about 50% of the value 
of the stolen goods. That is the good news; however, the bad news is that Tom has 
suffered a loss running into the hundreds of thousands of dollars. Tom will not know for 
some time if all the material will be returned. The case is to go to trial in October, but that 
could change to a later date. 

If all goes well, EAC 1999 could turn out to break even. 

************* 
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MINUTEvS OF THE 1999 ANA - EAC MEETING 


Chicago, Illinois - August 13, 1999 

The meeting was called to order by Region 5 chair Rod Widok at 9 AM. The usual 
round of introductions followed. The following members and guests were in 
attendance: 


Ron & Joan Widok, Inverness, IL 

March Wells, Louisville, KY 

David & Melissa Gumm, Arlington Hts, IL 

Ron Shintaku, Long Beach, CA 

Lee Ann Richardson, Elk Grove, CA 

Don Valenziano, Jr., Hicksville, NY 

Steve Fischer, Morgantown, WV 

Donna Levin, New York, NY 

Bob Grellman, Lake Mary, FL 

Denis Loring, New York, NY 

Phyllis Thompson, Dayton, OH 

Harry & Scott Salyards, Hastings, NE 

Jerry Sajbel, Fort Mill, SC 

Michael Fey, Randolph, NJ 

Greg & Lisa Heim, New Brunswick, NJ 

Jim and Joshua Swales, Clinton, lA 

Steve Carr, Overland Park, KS 

George Kolbe, Crestline, CA 

Chuck Wilkinson, Indianapolis, IN 

Douglas Bible, Chicago, IL 

Chris McCawley, Edmond, OK 

Michael Fedder, Johnson City, TN 

Bill McKivor, Seattle, WA 

Eric Newman, St. Louis, MO 


Joe Tomasko, Chicago, IL 
Ira Stein, Fairport, NY 
Donald Butler, Saline, Ml 
Jon Lusk, Ypsilanti, Ml 
John W. Barber, Houston, TX 
John A. Junker, Vancouver, WA 
Mike Ringo, Albany, NY 
Paul Gilkes, Sidney, OH 
Robert Tomasko 
R. Tettenhorst, St. Louis, MO 
G. Lee Kuntz, Claremont, CA 
Jon Warshawsky, San Diego, CA 
Jeff & Tim Noonan, Dousman, Wl 
Carl R. Feldman, Randolph, NJ 
Gene Braig, Cleveland, OH 
Mike Whelan, Syracuse, NY 
Mike Hodder, Wolfebobo, NH 
John F. Nicastro, Fairport, NY 
J. Alan Bricker, Riderwood, MD 
Mike Gebhardt, Chicago, IL 
Dustin Massie, St. Louis, MO 
Jerry Kochel, Lititz, PA 
Tom Reynolds, Omaha, NE 
Bob Julian, Logansport, IN 


Eric Newman asked for information on the “open collar” used to strike large cents 
before the introduction of the close collar. He also asked for information on the 60 
large cents taken from the ANS that have still not been located. 


March Wells announced that EAC 2000 will be held April 6-9 at the Radisson in Port 
Canaveral, Florida. Tom Morley is convention chair. EAC 2001 will be held March 28- 
April 1 at the Sheraton in Fredericksburg, Virginia. EAC 2002 will probably be held in 
Las Vegas. 

At the NLG Bash, Harry Salyards received the award for best column in a club 
numismatic publication for the “Editor’s Introduction” in Penny-Wise . Ron Manley 
received the award for best new book for his Half Cent Die State Book . 
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Tom Reynolds reported on the current status of his robbery and its aftermath. Federal 
indictments have been issued against the perpetrators, with a trial scheduled for later 
this year. So far, 288 coins have been recovered in New York and Miami, 
representing 20% of the number stolen, but 50% of the value. 

Bob Julian presented his theses that Joseph Wright, and not Adam Eckfeldt, designed 
the 1793 half cent; and that John Reich, not Robert Scot, designed the 1816 large 
cent. 

The meeting was adjourned at 9:30 AM. 


Respectfully submitted. 


Denis W. Loring, 
National Secretary. 


ANNOUNCEMENTS OF UPCOMING REGIONAL MEETINGS 

There will be a meeting of Region 3 at the 41st annual Virginia Numismatic 
Association Show and Convention, to be held at the R. J. Ernest Community Cultural 
Center, North Virginia Community College, 8333 Little River Turnpike, Annandale, VA. 
The meeting is set for Saturday October 2. at 9:15 AM . The meeting will be held in the 
dance room or the meeting room upstairs from the bourse. Check for directions when 
you arrive. Y’all come! 


There will be an EAC get-together at the Sacramento Valley Coin Club’s 42nd annual 
Coin-A-Rama, to be held at the Community/Convention Center, 14th and J Streets, 
Sacramento, California. The meeting will be held in room 103 on Saturday October 9, 
at 1 1 AM. 


EAC will host a meeting at the big Baltimore show on Saturday November 13 . A 
special program is scheduled, featuring Ira Stein with a talk about digital coin 
photography. The meeting is planned for the early afternoon, but an exact time has 
not been set, so check at the show registration desk when you enter. The fall 
Baltimore show is typically very large and well-attended, with many copper dealers 
present. East coast EAC’ers, this show is worth a trip from out of town! We’ll look 
forward to seeing you there. 
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2000 HALF CENT HAPPENING 


Greg and Lisa Heim 

The final list for the 2000 Half Cent Happening will be printed in the November issue of 
P-W . Here is a list of the varieties which have either 

--never been done (denoted by an asterisk*); or, 

-made their last appearance prior to 1990. 


Business Strikes: 1795 C-1, C-2a, C-3, C-4, C-5a, C-5b 

1797 C-1, C-3a, C-3c 

1803: All Varieties 

1804 C-4, C-8*, C-11, C-1 3* 

1805: All Varieties 

1806 C-r, C-4* 

1807 C-1 

1808: All Varieties 
1825: All Varieties 
1828 C-2*, C-3* 

1832: All Varieties 
1834 C-1* 

1835: All Varieties* 

1853-1857, inclusive: C-1* 

Proof Only: 1 840- 1 848* 

1852* 

NOTE: With the 1840-1848 group, we would have all three classifications in one year, 
since the coins are so scarce (Originals, First Restrikes, Second Restrikes). 

We hope to do the same thing as last year by selecting four business strikes and one 
proof-only issue. Remember, it is your Happening as well. We are open to any ideas 
you have about the varieties, the rankings, or the format. You can call us at (732) 297- 
8661 between 10 AM and 10 PM ET, or you can e-mail us at gang-of-four@erols.com. 


2000 LARGE CENT HAPPENING 
Jon Warshawsky 

EAC 1999 has been over for a few months, which means that EAC 2000 is just around 
the corner. With that in mind, I could use suggestions for large cent varieties you 
would like to see in the 7th annual Large Cent Happening. In keeping with tradition, 
we will reserve a spot for one variety of 1800 in its bicentennial year. 
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In addition, we need recommendations for: 

one non-1800 Sheldon variety 
two middle date varieties 
two late date varieties 

If you are interested in volunteering to assist with table monitoring or coin check-in, 
drop me a note. 

The Large Cent Happening is an opportunity to compare multiple examples of the 
selected varieties side-by-side. In past conventions we have seen some tremendous 
displays, such as 15 of the known Starred Reverses on the same table! The 
Happening combines rare and less-rare cents— please consider this when making 
your recommendations. 

Please submit your suggestions to Jon Warshawsky at jon@mintmarks.com, or call me 
at (619) 251-6566. I will publish the final list in the January issue of P-W . 


************* 


EAC LIBRARY UPDATE 
Mabel Ann Wright, Librarian 

Ronald P. Manley has donated a copy of his fine new book. The Half Cent Die State 
Book 1793-1857 . Thank you, Ron, and congratulations on your NLG award! 

Gene Braig has informed me that the slide set, “Death of a Die,” was done by Del 
Romines, not Jules Reiver. Gene donated this set of slides to the Library. Please note 
this correction on the EAC Library List. 

Thank you for using your EAC Library. I am looking for a copy of the Frederick B. 
Taylor Collection Sale, by Bowers and Merena, March 26-28, 1987. The EAC Library 
has the photographic plates for this sale and would like a donation of the catalog. If 
you would like to donate any material related to EAC collecting interests, please send 
me a list of what you have. 


************* 


OBITUARIES 


John Fettinger, EAC #820. 

The Editor has received word of the passing of John Fettinger, of Norwich, CT. John 
was the longtime compiler of “The Score,” a census of early date collections. A 
complete obituary has been promised, but has not yet been received. I hope to have 
this for the November P-W . 

************* 
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Jack Borckardt, EAC #1141 

Jack Borckardt died July 31 at his home in Morristown, Tenn. He was 74. 

Mr. Borckardt was a retired Presbyterian minister who had served at churches in 
Wisconsin and Upper Michigan. For seven years he was campus pastor at the University of 
Minnesota, St. Paul and University of Michigan, Ann Arbor. He also was an educator, and 
taught for 16 years as associate professor of speech at Findlay College in Ohio. 

A veteran of Word War II, Mr. Borckardt served the U.S. Coast Guard in the South 
Pacific. 

Mr. Borckardt was in the coin business for more than 30 years. He started his first 
business. Fort Findlay Coins, in 1969. For the past 19 years he operated The Collector’s 
Cabinet, a coin shop he opened first in Findley, Ohio, which he later moved to Morristown, 
Tenn. 

Mr. Borckardt’s survivors include his wife, Margaret L. Borckardt of Morristown, and son 
and daughter-in-law, Mark R. and Mary Borckardt of Wolfeboro, NH. 

The family requests that memorials be donated to the young numismatist program of the 
giver’s choice. 


The following persons have applied for membership in EAC since the last issue of P-W . 
Provided that no adverse comments on any particular individual are received by the 
membership committee before the November issue of P-W . all will be declared elected to 
full membership at that time. Chairman of the Membership Committee is Rod Burress, 
9743 Leacrest, Cincinnati, Ohio 45215. 




NEW CANDIDATES FOR MEMBERSHIP 


NAME 


CITY, STATE 


MEMBER # 


Gene Owen 
J. W. Bradford 
Eric Damien Kelly 
Robert Rankin 
Neal Jacobson 
Bruce Adair 
Michael Soyka 
Adrian Crane 
Gary Hopwood 
Gary Eakens 
Thomas Dallmann 


Woodinville, WA 
Nashville, TN 
Muncie, IN 
Saddle Brook, NJ 
Spring Lake Park, MN 
Elizabethtown, KY 
Colonia, NJ 
Dallas, TX 
Bridgewater, NJ 
Palm Desert, CA 
Greenfield, Wl 


4758 

4759 

4760 

4761 

4762 

4763 

4764 

4765 

4766 

4767 

4768 


************* 


-281 - 


XXXIII / 194 


ANA ‘99 - DL’s DIARY - ABRIDGED 


Denis W. Loring 

For some reason, I’m singularly unenthused about doing the Diary this year 
(which isn’t stopping me; sorry, Steve). In fact, I’m not particularly excited about ANA 
in general. Maybe it’s the Reynolds robbery and its aftermath, which is starting to look 
like a Lewinsky-length saga. There’s a major glitch at the office that I wish would just 
go away, but it probably won’t. Then again, maybe I’m just tired. In any event, the 
lineup this year is much the same as last: Tom’s table as home base, EAC, NLG bash, 
NBS, Rittenhouse, Heritage auction, exhibit judging, looking for LC’s, and plenty of 
general numismatic BS. One major improvement: Donna’s coming out Thursday. 
We’re giving a joint presentation in the Numismatic Theatre Saturday. I have my 
laptop with me, so if (when?) she gets too bored with little copper disks she can always 
go back to the rooms (we opted for the Rosemont Suites; she’s worth it) and play 
online. It’s always more fun when she’s around. 

Sunday, August 8: Report from Tom: The pre-show is a bust. Guess everyone’s 
saving up for the main event. . .not too many books to pack, so everything fits easily 
into one carry-on plus the laptop. A few non-collector friends have given me inherited 
accumulations to sell for them, everything from random type coins to generic gold to 
silver certificates. ANA’s gotta be the place, right? 

Monday, August 9: See you Thursday, cutie. . .uneventful flight, uneventful 
check-in. . .no waiting at Heritage lot viewing, which is set up right on the bourse floor. 
Also, no air conditioning. It’ll be fixed by tomorrow, right?. . .meet up with Tom, Bill 
Noyes, Lee Kuntz, Doug Bird. . .chat with Gail Baker Kraljevitch about teaching at the 
ANA seminar next summer. . .not much else doing numismatically, so back to the room 
and hook up the computer. . .Wes Rasmussen can’t make it, so I’ll give him the 
highlights (if there are any) via e-mail. . .exchange a few e-notes with the spouse back 
home. . .leisurely dinner with Tom and Bill, compare auction notes, look forward to 
tomorrow. Yawn. 

Tuesday, August 10: The hotel room comes with free breakfast. Definitely worth 
at least twice the price (just kidding. It’s actually a pretty good deal. Wish the room 
rate was). . .check e-mail. . .PNG bourse opens at 9:00. . .and now it’s 10:45 PM. The 
day was never rushed, just always something to do. So, a summary of events: 

9:00-2:00: wander floor. Total purchases: two from CVM and one from the Great 
Shal, all for the same collector back home. I did sell my 31 N3 proof to Tony 
Terranova, and my set of brockages to CVM. 

2:00-3:15: go running with Bill. The highways around O’Hare aren’t quite as 
scenic as Central Park, but at least they’re flat. 

3:00-7:00: ANA setup, which translates to a pre-public bourse before the official 
opening tomorrow. Total purchases: zero. All the decent copper is either in the hands 
of Beymer, Bird, McGuigan, Tom, Tony, or CVM, or slabbed at an inflated grade (15 
points seems to be typical) and priced accordingly. Today’s award went to a VG-F 
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sharpness, holed and plugged Jefferson Head, slabbed VF-30. It could be a long 
week. 

7:00-12:00: dinner with Tom, CVM, Bill, and Tom Rinaldo, wade through a lot of 
e-mail, call home, and call it a night. 

Wednesday, August 1 1 : Same freebie breakfast as yesterday. . .bourse open at 
eight. . .public at ten. . . 

You know, this just isn’t the year. There’s a singular lack of excitement on the 
floor and behind the tables. Maybe I’m preoccupied with other things, maybe I’m 
gettin’ older, but this feels like just another coin show, albeit with more friends to hang 
with. Frankly, if Donna weren’t coming out for our Numismatic Theatre talk, I might 
pack it in and head home. 

As the Byrds sang, “To every thing there is a season.” I think I’ll take today as a 
sign. DL’s Diary began way back in 1976. It’s time to retire the pen. To my ever- 
changing cast of characters, old reliable targets, and— most of all— the world’s most 
tolerant readers, thank you. You’ve been terrific. Enjoy your hobby, and never lose 
your sense of humor. Remember: you never know who’s taking notes. . . 




. . . AND THE EDITOR RESPONDS. 

Note : the following was sent to Denis as a private e-mail on August 23. Denis 
responded, . .1 hope you plan to publish your letter in its entirety, right after the diary. 
Don’t change a word. “ After considerable deliberation, I’ve decided to do just that. 

Dear Denis, 

Obviously, I realized what was coming, when you said on Thursday [at ANA] 
that there wouldn’t be a Friday or Saturday for this year’s “Diary.” And I understand 
completely. 

As I fondly remember those early years of the “Diary,” it was all about the thrill of 
the hunt-and a VG cherried was better than an attributed AU-but those days are 
gone. . .and not just for early copper. It’s become a specialist’s scene. . .leave out a 
handful of people like Jack Beymer, Julian Leidman, Sheridan Downey, and the folks 
at Teaparty, and nobody has any decent 19th century silver, either; unless you count 
slabbed crap like the 1878-CC half in the Heritage sale-polished to a glow-in-the-dark 
brilliance, crisscrossed with abrasive cleaning lines, and “only” called XF-45! The 
days when I could walk in to a show and trade a BU 1942 Walking Liberty half for an 
original AD 1850 half, are as gone as the days when you could cherry a new 1796 
variety. . . 

AND there’s the Reynolds situation. . .Not just its threatened Lewinsky-length, 
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for the law’s slug-like pace is inevitable, but the sense of VIOLATION. . .the sense that 
you can t go home again’; that walking out into the drive in front of Tom’s condo/office 
after dark, as I’ve done dozens of times in the past, will ever hereafter carry the 
oppressive sense that EVIL was here-that Tom was STALKED, that he’s damned 
lucky to be alive, AND that I fear for his future, because I don’t see him changing in any 
substantial way from the behaviors that made him a target in the first place. . . 

Then, there’s the sense of ‘pleasure for the buck’— Phyllis and I spent a week in 
Quebec the week before ANA, and with the exchange rate being what it is, that entire 
week cost about the same amount of money as that AU 1807 quarter I showed you 
[Ed.: my prize from the ANA]. Now, I’m very pleased to have found the quarter— and to 
have been able to afford BOTH the vacation AND the quarter— but if it had come down 
to choosing one or the other, it’s no question that Quebec would have won. . .and as 
we look to having TWO children simultaneously in private liberal arts colleges for the 
2000-2001 school year, the prospect of such ‘either/or’ situations arising seems 
increasingly likely. 

Now, combine the sense of security risk and expense, and I can’t help but recall 
Thoreau s condemnation of the California gold rush— people madly rushing to rip 
treasure out of the earth in one spot, to bury it in the earth in another spot (a 
paraphrase, obviously)-a perspective which gives me pause; but short of totally 
resigning from collecting, there’s no solution to this dilemma. We can’t control the fact 
that all of the nice coins are in relatively few hands. We can’t rationally influence the 
market, when there are idiots with new money to burn who are willing to shell out 
$3450 for garbage like the aforementioned 1878-CC half. And when people have 
seen the kinds of coins that you and I have seen, we can’t go back to plugging Buffalo 
nickels into a Whitman folder, and take any satisfaction in the process. So the 
collecting urge lives on, but in rather constrained circumstances. 

And finally for me, there’s the big 5-0. November 20. It sets up a lot of stock- 
taking. Wayne Anderson’s death hurts deeply. I’m taking Shannon back to St. Olaf for 
her junior year this coming Friday. Last year, when I drove her back to Minnesota, I 
stayed overnight at Wayne’s house; we shared coins and drank beer and sat up 
talking half the night. And now he’s gone. Sure, I can rationalize that I don’t share the 
bad habit that killed him; but as I’ve seen all too often in my practice, and as your own 
brush with mortality shows, there’s no guarantee whatsoever in GOOD habits. We can 
only take it one day-and one EAC, and one ANA-at a time. And the SHARING IS 
EVERYTHING. What would it profit me to have found that 1807 quarter, and have not 
a person in the world who would share my appreciation? Or you, with that first 
Gobrecht dollar, in the Spring of ‘98? So as I see it, we’re all tied to each other— you 
and I and the rest of the core of serious collectors-and in the face of the insanity 
around us, those bonds deserve special cultivation. 

Go well, my friend. 


* ************ 
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COLLECTOR’S OUTLOOK 


Evan L. Kopald 

A Large Cent Library 
Part 1 

Coin collecting is full of truthful cliches which should be heeded and not maligned due to 
their frequent repetition. One cliched sentence has been so well used and so widely circulated, if 
it were a coin it would probably be graded Basal State. That sentence is, “Buy the book before 
the coin”. The inference being of course, that one should have “knowledge” about the coin one is 
purchasing. 

When this writer first heard this sagacious statement, he had already violated its tenet, to 
wit, purchased a coin due to some innate genetic fault passed along from an ancient ancestor on a 
defective chromosome, without knowing a thing about “coin books.” When the statement sinks 
in, however, that some type of book or books should be purchased as an aid to making informed 
decisions, before one sets out on a course of assembling a collection, likely involving thousands 
of dollars, what books should one buy? 

Lincoln cent collectors could purchase a current Redbook, a Lincoln Head cent book, and 
perhaps a Wexler book on Lincoln Head doubled dies and mint marks. With these three books 
and some miss-and-hit coin purchases, the collector may learn something about the subjective 
arts of coin grading, coin cleaning, and coin striking. The same can be said of most other 
denominations. But the large cent collector is inundated by a much boarder selection of literary 
material from which to select. This may initially cause some confusion, since there has been more 
research and more information published on the subject of large cents than any other field of 
American Numismatics. For example, middle and late dates are neatly ciphered in the author's 
hand and assigned numbers preceded by a “N” for Newcomb, who developed an in-depth method 
for attribution for large cents minted from 1816 to 1857 and published his book in 1944. It 
would seem than that a Newcomb book would be a necessity for some collectors. This book 
however has been rendered obsolete for attribution by two au courant books authored by John 
D. Wright and Wiliam C. Noyes. 

One may ask, “Are a thousand words worth a picture?” No. Noyes and Wright have 
simplified the attribution of middle date large due to the photographs of each variety from 1816 
to 1839. Each book offers something the other does not. Wright’s book is more “folksy,” in that 
he starts each year with a section about historical milestones of that year, which creates a 
perspective on the time in which the coins minted for that year circulated. He also writes about 
valuable tips for attribution in a relaxed style, and his photos are often of coins that are less than 
uncirculated, which is helpful, because the coins the reader will be attributing most likely will not 
be voted into the CC. Noyes, on the other hand, offers a more technical publication , which also 
has its advantages. In the beginning of each year he offers a table of attribution points in succinct 
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form which leads to decreased time spent attributing. His photos are mostly of the finest known 
examples. Although the sense is that there may be some competition between the two authors 
and their respective books, there should be none. The reason is that the books compliment each 
other, in that one may gain a degree of confirmation with a specific piece by comparing 
attributions in both books. This writer recommends purchasing each book for a large cent library. 

For late date cent collecting, there is Bob Grellman’s Attribution Guide. Even if a large 
cent collector isn’t interested in late dates, the book should be acquired anyway. One cannot 
collect large cents without occasionally finding himself face to face with Miss Liberty on a late 
date. Attributing late dates is an avenue to increase a collector’s ability to attribute early and 
middle dates. Attributing any large cent is a pursuit of knowledge that trains the eye in attributing 
any series. The more it is done, the more proficient a collector will become. And one can 
purchase circulated late dates for under ten dollars each. Grellman’s book is a must. 

There is more literature on early date large cents than on any other series of American 
Numismatics of United States Coinage. There is Dr. Sheldon’s venerable work, which is a joy to 
read, but Bill Noyes' book on early dates 1793 to 1814 supersedes Penny Whimsy as an electric 
bulb supersedes gaslight, as far as attribution is concerned. It is the finest source book for 
attributing early dates. Noyes goes into great detail in describing various points on each variety, 
as well as italicized clauses that definitively identify the coin. Regardless of whether or not a 
collector collects early, middle, or late dates, he should include this book as part of his library. 

Collecting large cents is not a closed road, it has many branches and detours. A collector 
of large cents should have a basic library of books that includes the three date divisions if he 
wishes to successfully navigate the collecting roadway and all of its tributaries. For the targe cent 
collector, the Red Book provides perspective on the place of the large cent in the overall 
economy of American numismatics. It is also a blue print for collecting a “Red Book” set of large 
cents, a noble but difficult goal to complete. 

Lastly, there is Copper Quotes by Jack Robinson, “CQR." Robinson has his fingers on 
the pulse of collecting large cents, so to speak. There have been large cent collectors who voice 
their disagreements with some of Robinson’s comments and evaluations. Each person may offer 
his or her opinion, but Robinson has not set out to publish price quotes that attempt to be exact. 
In the same fashion as the Red Book or Coin World "Trends", his is a “guide” to the copper 
market as he perceives it by attending coin auctions. Many coins trade hands above and below 
his quotes. The large cent market is dynamie and can be volatile. Often collectors become 
emotionally involved in their hobby and their particular desire to eomplete some set of large 
cents. No one can predict what may happen in an auction, which becomes a public record of large 
cent prices, when emotions steal away reason. So, if Robinson states that a certain coin is valued 
at $500 in VG 10, and two bidders in an auction bid it past $1500, what does that mean? Are all 
VG lO's of this variety worth $1500? Maybe, maybe not. In any event, Robinson's is a handy 
little book as a guide to condition and rarity, and offers a brief discourse on grading and net grades 
that is particularly valuable. 


************* 
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TALKING BEGINNERS - ATTRIBUTION - PART 2 

Steve Carr 


Check out any reference books over the past two months? Read them, looked at the pictures? 1 
hope so. Because this month we are going to get right into attributing. Our examples will be fairly simple 
ones, three 1824 middle date cents. Why 1824? Because it is an easy year to attribute, with only five 
varieties. Two varieties share a common overdate (1824/2) obverse and one variety has a close date. The 
only “problem” in attributing for this year is distinguishing between N-3 and N-4 

In later columns, we will do some more difficult years and types. 

Before we start attributing, we need to discuss markers. A marker is a point on the coin where two 
design elements align and the alignment can be classified. Since the reverse legend letters, the obverse 
stars, and the date were individually punched into the dies in 1824, some of these elements are used as 
markers. The markers on middle date large cents were first described by Frank Andrews in his attribution 
guide, published in 1 88 1 . We have been using these markers ever since. 

When attributing, not all markers are used. Andrews described several obverse markers, but we 
will not need to use them to attribute our 1824’s. For the reverse, he used leaf end tips below four legend 
letters as his markers. These are the letters D, S(2) (the second S in STATES), F, and C. The positions of 
the leaf ends are designated using the abbreviations PL (past left), L (left), NL (nearly left), C (center), NR 
(nearly right), R (right), and PR (past right). Since the mint engravers did not work to precisely position 
these leaf tips for our classification, some may be between positions. These are indicated by added an S 
(slightly) before the position designation. If the leaf tip is far beyond either right or left, an F (far past) is 
added. 

To properly read these markers, they must be viewed so the base of the letter is horizontal. If you 
have trouble reading the marker, you might lay a clear plastic ruler ( or some other non-abrasive straight 
edge item) over the coin perpendicular to the letter base and aligned at the end of the leaf 

For example, if we look at a leaf tip below the D (with the D horizontal) and see it is under the 
center of the letter, we would designate this marker as “PLD C.” This means the point (P) of the leaf (L) 
under the letter D (D) is in the center (C). 

The middle date reverse markers and their designations are reproduced below. This picture comes 
from John Wright’s The Cent Book . 



Next, we need our quickfinder. A quickfinder is a “shortcuf’ to help attribute coins. Quickfinders 
usually give a choice on a marker location. Sometimes, this choice is followed by sub-choices. This will 
happen if more than one variety has the marker in the same location. 

Let’s start attributing. The first step is to look at the first item on the quickfinder. I use Rod 
Burress’, but others are available (both John Wright and Bill Noyes include quickfinders with their books). 
As you get better at attributing, you will probably devise your own quickfinder (I do my personal 
quickfinder by making notes on my regular quickfinder). Rod’s quickfinder is reproduced on the next page. 

The first item says “OVERDATE - LUMP ON BACK OF 4,” so our first step is to look at the 
date. Rod also includes a note saying that the overdate 1824’s are double referenced. If there is damage 
around the last 4 or a lump can not be seen, this choice can be skipped. 


-287- 


XXXIII/ 194 


1B24 


OVERDATE - LUMP ON BACK OF A (*ASEE NOTE AT BOTTOM) 


PLC BETWEEN NC AND C 5 

PLC BETWEEN PC AND NR 1 

PLC BETWEEN NC AND C or C 

PLS NR OVEROATE - LUMP ON BACK OF 4 5 

PLS SPR 2 


PLC BETWEEN PC AND NR or R 


82 VERY CLOSE (DISTANCE BETWEEN 82 AT TOP IS APPROX *1 THE 

WIDTH OF UPRIGHT OF l) OVEROATE - LUMP ON BACK OF 4 i 


82 APART I 4 TO 2 TIMES THE WIDTH OF UPRIGHT OF 1 


BERRY ALMOST CENTERED UNDER UPRIGHT OF £ (UNITED) ® PLC R 4 


BERRY UNDER LEFT EDGE OF LEFT STAND OF E 


PLC NR 


3 


**** NOTE - OVERDATES N1 AND N5 ARE DOUBLE REFERENCED. IF YOU ARE NOT 
SURE YOU HAVE AN QVERDATEt SKIP THE OVEROATE PARAGRAPH. 



Here is our first coin. Check the “4” in the date. Is there a lump on the back? In this case, there is 
and the coin is an overdate. Now we have to look at the sub-choices. They ask if PLC is between NC and C 
or between PC and NR. Ours is definitely to the right of center, so it must be between PC and NR. 
Checking the coin, we find that the leaf tip ends past PC and before R. This is our coin, making it an N-1. 
Shucks! If it was an N-5, it would be a rare variety! 
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Let’s try a second coin. 




Looking at the date, no lump is evident on the back of the 4. So, we move down to choice number 
2, “PLC BETWEEN NC AND C or C.” Looking at the coin, it appears that the leaf tip is just left of center 
on C. Our coin fits this description, so we move to the sub-choices. Looking at the leaf tip under S, we see 
it extends just past the right side of the letter, making it SPR. This coin is an N-2. 

Time for coin three. 



No lump on the back side of the 4 and PLC is pretty indistinct. The tip of the leaf is definitely on 
the right side, though, so we move to choice 3 “PLC BETWEEN PC AND NR or R.” We now go to sub- 
choice 1, “82 VERY CLOSE (DISTANCE BETWEEN 82 AT TOP IS APPROX 'A THE WIDTH OF 
UPRIGHT OF 1).” On this coin, that gap is much wider, so we need to go to sub-choice 2. “82 APART I 
TO 2 TIMES THE WIDTH OF UPRIGHT OF 1.” This fits the coin, so we move on to sub-sub-choice 1 
“BERRY ALMOST CENTERED UNDER UPRIGHT OF E (UNITED) PLC R.” That fits the coin, making 
it an N-4. But I am not really sure. That berry might be under the left edge. . . . 

This is where some extra information is useful. When in doubt (and to check your attributions), 
consult a “reference” book on the series. For middle dates, 1 use John Wright’s The Cent Book. 1816-1839 . 
The page for N-4 is reproduced on the next page. 

It is impossible to see some of the details listed, but the point of the sixth star (counting from the 
date clockwise) is left of the coronet tip and the date is widely and evenly spaced. All the reverse markers 
line up and the “O” in “OF” is low. That is my confirmation that this is an N-4. 
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Wide Date 


Obverse 4: Stars 3 and 11 point 
between dentils; stars 1 ,4,5 nearly do. 
Sixth star points slightly left of coronet 
tip. Date is widely and evenly spaced. 
This is the last SHILL-die of the series. 
Though not as bold as on some other 
dies, the stray hair shows on most 
examples down to VG or so. L of LIB- 
ERTY is NOT low (which is unusual), 
E has a broken topbar, and ER are 
below B-T. Small center dot before 
ear. 


Reverse D: Key leaves point PC, PR, 
NR, R. In OP, the O is low. Tiny or 
missing center dot. 


Striking Variations: Early strikes 
show a light inner circle at the dentil 
tips at left. Obverse comes perfect, but 
usually is cracked from crossbar of 4 
through outer points of last three stars. 
A lighter crack joins outer point star 5 
to inner point star 6. Dentilation fades 
considerably on both dies, nearly dis- 
appearing, and reverse rim dishes. 


Discussion: R1, common in all 
grades. MS(20+), AU(several). The 
wide-date 1824 is slightly less com- 
mon than the close date, but com- 
mands no premium as a variety. 


That was not so hard, was it? Practice your attributing. The more coins you attribute, the better 
you become. Try finding a small group of 1824s (or even a single coin), and attribute them. See how 
quickly you pick up the marker locations. Before long, you will be able to attribute 1824’s without your 
quickfinder. 

Next time we will attribute some 1802 draped bust cents. 

SOURCES: 

I want to thank Rod Burress for allowing me to use his quickfinder in this series. I also want to 
thank John Wright for allowing me to print portions of his book. 

Burress, Rod, “Attribution Guides, Matron Head Varieties of U.S. Large Cents, 1816-1835,” nd. 

Wright, John D., The Cent Book. 1816-1839 . Bloomington, MN: Litho Technical Services, 1992 
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The Barron and the Lords of Peeceegeess 
A (mostly true) Cautionary Tale 

Bill Eckberg 

The Barron lived a quiet life in his domain near the Northern 
Bay. Among his attendants were a substantial number of the Copper 
Half Sisters. All of these were very ancient, having served other 
masters for over 140 years, though many were still virgins with 
rosy, red cheeks. Among them were some that had served with great 
distinction some of the most honored Copper Kings of all time. 

The Barron received a missive from the Bowers of Merena that 
described an emissary of the Silver Eagle, also very ancient 
(though not nearly as ancient as it claimed to be; this one 
claimed to have been born in 1804, but was in fact 30 years 
younger than that, though it may once have been in the service of 
the Sultan of Muscat) . Moreover, the Lords of Peeceegeess had 
provided the coveted True Certification and Encasement of this 
emissary as the finest of its kind. Proof (68) of its exalted 
status in the kingdom. 

"How can this be!?," our Barron exclaimed. "Eorsooth, this 
disc showeth substantial weakenss of strike throughout. It is 
clearly overrated. Pedigree is not supposed to count, but surely 
it must. Verily, I have among my Half Sisters a specimen of truly 
outstanding pedigree. She is blessed of the Small Six and Stems 
and for her hundred and ninety-three years is still nearly a 
virgin. Despite having been bathed once when in the service of 
King Brobston, she is now tanned and lovely. I shall send her 
forthwith to the Lords of Peeceegeess for True Certification and 
Encasement . " 

And so it came to pass that the Barron lovingly placed his 
Copper Half Sister in the care of a Courier who whisked her off to 
the Lords of Peeceegeess. The Barron was careful to include her 
full Credentials, including proof of her service with King 
Brobston and her illustrious status in the Condition Census of the 
Half Sisters of the Small Six and Stems. 

Alas, the Lords of Peeceegeess were much displeased and did 
not award her the coveted True Certification and Encasement. After 
a cursory glance and with great disdain they did declare her to be 
an old crone for having once bathed and with scorn did cast her 
into a "body bag" for her return to the Barron through the Snail 
Courier . 

Our Noble Barron was so distressed that he was compelled to 
retreat for several days to his distant Far Northern Estate. He 
grew a beard and sent his only daughter off to the most expensive 
college he could find so that he would lose his fortune and 
forever be condemned to peddle Silver Eagles and Sisters and Half 
Sisters and their kin. His friends were understandably concerned 
for his well-being, lest he fall into complete dissolution. 
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But then, the body bag with his poor Half Sister returned. 
When he gently removed her he held her, lovingly magnifying her 
hair, her eyes, her lips and her breasts. He saw that she was 
still as beautiful as the day that she had first caught his eye. 

Love lived on. Unfortunately, it was too late to send his 
daughter to a less expensive college, but at least he could rest 
knowing that the Lords of Peeceegeess could never be fooled into 
certifying a Little Half Sister who had ever bathed and tanned. 

rk'krk'k'kic'kif'k'k'k'^ ^ 

HOW TO BUY A SAFE FOR YOUR HOME 
Robert F. McLaughlin 

Today, the average person, with a modest amount of jewelry 
and watches, perhaps some coins, silver, or negotiable securities, 
as well as cash for emergencies and family memorabilia, can easily 
justify the cost of an adequate safe ... Even more so the collector! 
Even if the homeowner has electronic alarm protection for the 
premises, the professional burglar knows that the response time 
may be 15 to 20 minutes. Likewise, a simple safe alone will not 
offer protection if the burglar has a weekend to work on the safe. 
The best solution is to have both: namely, a house alarm AND an 
adequate safe! 

There are several factors to consider in selecting a safe: 

PROTECTION AGAINST WHAT?--fire, or theft, or both? With 
respect to fire, how hot a fire? And how long will it burn? With 
respect to theft, an amateur local thug? Or a professional 
burglar with high-tech tools, saws, and torches? 

PROTECTION FOR WHAT? --the value of the safe's contents, be 
that a high dollar value, or emotionally irreplaceable items. 

THE COST: The answers to the foregoing questions will 
determine your investment cost. This is an area where too much 
misinformation can easily confuse you; I hope the following 
coinments will help you avoid this pitfall. 

FIRE PROTECTION 

A fire safe is essentially a box that is insulated and 
enclosed in a thin wall of steel, and rated to withstand a fire 
over a specified time. A "one hour" safe keeps the interior 
temperature below 350 degrees F., even if the outside temperature 
reaches 17 0 0 degrees F. A "two hour" safe maintains the same 
inside temperature for twice as long, while exposed to 
temperatures of up to 1850 degrees F. The basic fire safe is just 
that: a means of protection against fire. All the design is 
directed to supply fire protection. You can easily obtain an 
inexpensive "safe" from WalMart, a no-frills model that may offer 
one hour of fire protection, but it will not be equipped with 
appropriate hardward to resist a burglar's attack. Inferior locks 
and boltwork, and extremely thin walls and hinges are utilized. 
Such safes are lightweight and easily carried off. This same 
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basic construction has been extended to the gun safe. The average 
gun safe, available in the $600 to $1000 price range, is just a 
larger version of the small fire safe. Such safes are thin-walled 
with a one hour fire rating "fireliner," and are essentially 
showcases. In addition, insurance underwriters are resistant to 
offer policies for the contents of any safe that does not carry 
approval by the Underwriters Laboratories TL rating, which is 
established by accepted testing against burglar attacks. 

BURGLAR PROTECTION 

Considering a professional burglar attack, you need a safe 
that will resist attacks by pry bars, jack hammers, high-speed 
diamond drills, rotary saws, carbide discs, and perhaps even 
explosives. You will also need special high security locks that 
resist drilling and manipulation. Underwriters Laboratories have 
established certain standards, to meet various levels and types of 
attacks within a given time frame. To be approved and receive 
these labels, the safe must withstand these tests. Money (steel) 
safes for the home are rated "B" or "C" and offer a fair amount of 
security against physical attack. They are priced from $350 to 
$1500. The most popular and secure U.L. approved steel safes are 
the TL-15 and TL-30, that in addition to withstanding any of the 
UL testing attacks, are also time-rated in attack duration. These 
safes can cost from $1300 to $4500, depending on the size. But 
keep in mind: All these steel safes do not have fire protection! 

FIRE AND BURGLAR PROTECTION 

As you can see, there are TWO CONSIDERATIONS with respect to 
safes, and most important is the DEGREE of protection. At one 
time, you could obtain have obtained a fire safe (with minumum 
burglar protection) or a burglar safe (in steel, with zero fire 
protection) . Now, you can obtain a relatively new safe in which 
both door and body are made of a composite construction. This 
composite is a combination of high strength metallic nuggets 
buried within a high-stress concrete. This aggregate mixture is 
placed between high-strength, hard plate steel. It offers BOTH 
fire and burglar protection. These safes are also supplied with 
sophisticated combination, key and/or electronic digital keypad 
locks that offer further security. By the nature of construction, 
these composite TL-15 or TL-30 safes weigh from 800 pounds for the 
smallest size (2 ft. x 2 ft. x 2 ft.). Cost for such a safe is 
approximately $1600. Large composite safes can sell for as much 
as $4500. 

One last comment: a used safe may offer an apparently low 
cost, but keep in mind that it was made to defend against burglar 
attacks with only those tools known when it was manuf actured--not 
today's state-of-the-art tools. Also, if it is a fire safe, old 
safes were made to absorb moisture, and the retardant also had a 
limited effective life. You've made a substantial investment in 
your collection, not to mention those other assets you've worked 
hard for. If you're considering purchasing a safe, you should 

check out a modern high-security composite safe. 

************* 
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MAKING SENSE 

John D. Wright 


This is the year that Napoleon crowns himself with the old iron crown of the Lombard 
kings. French troops prepare to invade Britain, but Nelson blockades the fleet at Cadiz 
before it can be deployed. The French fleet tries to break the blockade and is defeated at 
Trafalgar. This victory establishes British naval dominance for the next century, but Nelson 
is shot dead during the engagement by a French sharpshooter. Today one of the principal 
landmarks of London is the Lord Nelson monument in Trafalgar Square. 

The Indiana Territory is subdivided this year, that part north of a line joining lakes Erie 
and Michigan being designated Michigan Territory. 

The Lewis and Clark expedition barely survives a bitter winter in present-day North 
Dakota, but resumes westward trek in the spring. They reach the Pacific in November. The 
site where they cross the Snake River is now the towns of Lewiston, Idaho and Clarkston, 
Oregon. 

The first American covered bridge spans the Schuykill River near Philadelphia. The 
bridge is roofed and sided to prevent snow from blocking it. Soon covered bridges will be 
found all across the northern United States. The year is 1805. 

The U.S. Mint in Philadelphia strikes 2% million coins this year in eight denominations, 
most of these being cents and half cents. For every hundred coppers coined in 1805 there 
are twenty-five silver pieces and only two gold pieces. No dollars or eagles are struck this 
year. Far the rarest U.S. denomination of 1805 is the quarter eagle, with a mintage almost 
exactly that of the 1794 dollar (fewer than 1800 pieces). 

Cents of 1805 were struck from two pair of dies in three combinations. Even the 
scarcest cent variety of 1805 (S.268) is rather easy to find, so most large cent collectors 
consider this a rather boring year. But even the most boring large cents contain nuggets of 
fascination. The first 1805 cent obverse comes with a boldly doubled 5, especially evident 
on early strikes. And the other 1805 cent obverse has a peculiar die damage; a horizontal 
bar across the back of the head between the bow and highest curl. The first 1805 cent 
reverse has the highest leaf under the final S of STATES, while the second has this leaftip 
right of the S. 

The scarcest 1805 cent - certainly not rare - is the mule with the first obverse and 
second reverse: undamaged head (doubling on 5 is weak or absent) with high leaf right of 
S. Unfortunately for the cherrypicker, even the scarcest 1805 cent commands little or no 
premium. But they ARE a lot of FUN - and they ARE inexpensive talismans of a fascinating 
time. 


John D. Wright is the author of “The CENT Book”, which covers U.S. 
cents of 1816 - 1839. He has collected U.S. large cents for over forty 
years. 


***■*(********* 
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Bill Eckberg wrote that the location and dates for the 2001 EAC Convention have just 
been approved. It is scheduled for March 28 through April 1 in Fredericksburg, Virginia. 
Anyone (particularly those of you living in Region 3) who is interested in working on the 
convention please contact me. 

John Wright wrote that Mabel Ann & he just got back from a month in the ‘Great Land’ 
(Alaska). “For those of you not fortunate enough to have seen this “last place on earth that 
God made,” you’ve just >kGOT * to try it! But I warn you - If you’re ever bitten by an 
Alaskan mosquito, you’ll come back again. And if you 5kHAVEN’T>k been, you must have 
made a wrong turn and gone somewhere else - try again. 

One more ^kDIRE* warning - If you get anywhere near Palmer (Anchorage is ‘near’ 

enough) and don’t contact my friend Skip Pelletier your name is ^kMUD’kll! Skip loves 

to talk coppers and gets too few opportunities out on the Last Frontier.” 

Clay Everhart’s last article in the Penny-Wise (on provenance and changing grades) 
received positive comment from Steve Ellsworth and Jeff Gresser. 

Greg and Lisa Heim reported on the awards EAC’ers won at the ANA. Numismatic 
Literary Guild awards went to Ron Manley for “Best US Coin Book” and Harry Salyards who 
won “Best Column in a Specialty Club” for his Editor’s Introduction column in P-W . 

They also asked for suggestions for the 2000 Half Cent Happening. 

Ron Zak asked if anyone in Region 8 had a suggestion on how to recolor / tone down a 
large cent. Good and useful replies came from several members: Denis Loring, Don 
Valenziano, and Red Henry, among them. 

Greg and Lisa Heim expressed concern for the lack of new material on the EAC Web 
site. 

March Wells reported the passing of John Fettinger. 

Jon Warshawsky asked for suggestions for large cent varieties to be in the 7*^ annual 
(2000) Large Cent Happening. 

Lastly, Roxanne Goldberg wrote that it is not only Region 8 that is successful on the 
internet. Collecting coins online is really getting big. Coinmasters, as of today, is up to 
member #2251. There are folks of all ages, all collecting interests, and probably more 
women than in the general collecting population. Don't think that women are any less 
enthused about early copper, either! I see the boom here, too. 


************* 
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FROM THE INTERNET 

Bill Eckberg 


Region 8 currently has 225 members. This represents three years effort for Mark 
Switzer during which the group has grown from six individuals, Roxanne Goldberg, Steve 
Carr, Dennis Fuoss, Pete Smith, Kermit Smyth and Mark Switzer, to being a full-fledged 
region with Board representation and a large group of active participants. Congratulations 
to Mark! 

Jon Warshawsky wrote that at the 1979 EAC convention in Florida, there was a 1794 
whist match well-remembered by those who were there and familiar even to some who 
were NOT. He would like to organize a variation on the whist idea, where a number of 
collectors could bring their best 10 or so coins of 1794. The whole series would be 
arranged from S-17a through S-72, with each collector owning a “row” in the display. Voting 
would be similar to the Large Cent Happening. At the very least, it would be a memorable 
display (for several hours?) While not many collectors would want to travel across the 
country with a full set of ‘94s ($$$), a “limited” whist match might be more feasible. This 
would NOT replace the Large Cent Happening. It would be scheduled for Saturday. 

John Wright wrote that he has had quick success contacting lapsed members by 
e-mail. 

Red Henry reported a LAST NOTICE to send your collection updates for the next edition 
of EDR. Presently, this 46-page publication lists 127 collections with over 16,000 coins. He 
also plans to publish an e-mail edition beginning with this issue. 

Gene Braig wrote to Jon Warshawsky; Nice quiz in Numismatic News (July 6, 1999, pp. 
22-23). Now, isn’t it time to try to convince the tight-fisted, tighter-mouthed, tightest- 
whatever board to sponsor a once a year members-only quiz in P-W ? A one year first-class 
membership renewal may be appropriate since you’ll strive for a 2.9+ rating, exposing 
everyone to at least some sun (maybe we could use Copper Tone - or has that been 
banned, too?). 

Dennis Fuoss wrote an article titled “Buying and Selling Old Copper on the Internet.” It 
represented his accumulated wisdom from about 5 months of personal experience in the 
Ebay trenches. The article was full of interesting insights and suggestions for buyers and 
sellers. 

Two Steves (Carr and Ellsworth) reported positively on the ANA summer courses. 

March Wells, Gene Braig, and Denis Loring all reported that there would be an EAC 
meeting at the ANA convention on Friday, August 13 at 9:00 AM. Alas, the internet does 
occasionally breed redundancy. 

Paul Hybert wrote that Eric P. Newman will speak on “The Sheldon U.S. Large Cent 
Theft” at the meeting of the Chicago Coin Club, scheduled for 1 PM on Saturday, August 
14. Don Valenziano reported on the talk. Wish I could have been there. 
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LETTERS TO THE EDITOR 


Rick Coleman writes, 

I would like to announce that two copies of my Monograph of Second Restrike Proof Half 
Cents has been sent to the Registry of Copyrights. I hope to obtain the official registration 
in due course. The Monograph is a compilation of provenances, auction records, weights 
and descriptions for all of the 162 known specimens of Second Restrike proof half cents. 

I hope that both collectors and cataloguers find it useful. I am taking advance orders and 
will determine the type of document to be printed in a month or two. There will be a limited 
number printed. To reserve a copy, please contact me via either mail or e-mail and indicate 
whether you would like a copy with or without photographs. At this time, my estimate of the 
respective costs are $60 and $20. Do not send money! Just your name, address and 
either phone number or e-mail address. I will contact you when printing and postage costs, 
etc. are finalized. 

I hope to have them available by the November Baltimore show. No later than F.U.N. for 
sure. I will also try and display my Second Restrikes at the Baltimore show. See you there. 

Rick Coleman 
EAC #3351 
P.O. BOX 1105 
Crosby, TX 77532 


* 


* 


Craig Sholley writes. 

For my next article. I’ll be documenting the mass melting of half cents and large cents. Yes, 
mass melting, as in 38 million (yes, million) large and half cents by the US Mint itself from 
1857 - 1947 (yes, NINETEEN, not a typo)! Bob Julian and I have gathered these numbers 
from the Mint’s account books and the Mint Reports. We also have solid historical data 
strongly supporting the mass melting of LC’s in the South during the Civil War (est. another 
20 million or so). And I have found solid historical data supporting a smaller mass melting 
during the War of 1812 - maybe only 6 million or so! Guess this’ll really end all that 
“statistical analysis” nonsense and the ridiculous estimating of original mintages using the 
percent survivorship! 

FYI, Gail Kralijevich called the other day and the Franklin Institute has agreed to loan the 
steam press to the ANA for “an extended period of time.” They have also agreed to let us 
try to refurbish the press so we can strike “Second Steam Press Coinage” tokens! The 
press will be on display at “ANA Y2K” in Philly. I will be meeting with Gail and the FI people 
on Sept. 15 to discuss the press and arrangements. I’ll write up a notice for the November 
P-W. 


One last thing, I’m planning a speech for EAC Y2K on the Strawberry Leaf cents. Can the 
speech then be printed in P-W so those not attending have access to the info? I also think 
Noyes and I will be doing a joint speech on the Marred Field varieties, so ditto for this. 
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Editor’s response; Certainly! 


★ 


* 


Steve Carr writes, 

Had a great ANA. I even participated in a co-cherrypick. I found an 1830 N-10 in a 
group of 17 large cents on the bourse floor. It was G-VG, but I didn’t have the money to buy 
them all and the dealer would not sell only one. 

So, I told Chris Young where I had found it. He went over, bought it (alone) and ended 
up giving the coin to me. 

To me, that speaks wonders about EAC and its member and dealers. 


Evan Kopald writes. 

For you “cross-collectors,” if you haven’t seen the prices realized for Superior’s May 31 
to June 1, 1999 auction, lot 2321, a 1953-S PCGS graded Mint State 65 Franklin Half with 
Full Bell lines, lightly toned, “scare when well struck," sold for $8,625. I’m older than that 
coin! In the same auction, a 1797 S-123, lot 1469, in MS-63+ sold for just a few hundred 
dollars more ($9, 200). Go figure. 


Jack Hafer writes. 

Your nostalgic introduction in the last issue of P-W brought back pleasant memories of my 
own early days. I remember picking coins out of the cash register. Barber quarters, old 
dimes, even V-nickels. My dad encouraged me (and helped me financially), and at one 
time I had everything from old paper money up to $3 gold pieces. On my 14‘^ birthday 
(1945) he gave me my first large cent, an 1807 S-273 in choice EF-45. Changed my 
collecting life forever! 

You probably wonder where this is all leading. Well, although I still collected small cents 
(this must be a COPPER thing), I fell in love with large cents. Believe me, there were not 
many large cent collectors then, but I was too young, dumb, and poor to “bet the farm” on a 
large cent collection. At any rate, in 1962, I sold everything else, but set aside my large 
cents. Why? Although I desperately needed money to pump into my dental practice, I just 
“couldn’t part with them.” 

Years went by. I raised a family, had a big Arabian horse farm, sold two dental practices, 
and retired to Florida. Now was the time. After 36 years, out came the large cent 
collection. I was again bitten by the bug and contracted “large cent-itis” disease. These 
little historical works of art did it again! 
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I have a suggestion. Our hobby is supposed to be fun. In the year that I have been an EAC 
member, I have enjoyed all the scholarly research, point-and-counterpoint articles, and 
assorted comments in P-W : but we need more simple, easy-to-identify FUN! 

Here’s my idea. For you folks coming to the annual show in Florida next year, let’s have a 
“WORST CENT’’ happening. We ail have horrible examples of large cents, so let’s judge 
them, just like the many horse shows I showed my Arabians in. We could have the Worst 
R1, R2, and so on, up to Worst R8 (that’s an easy one), and then have the judges pick 
WORST IN SHOW! The coin must be attributed, otherwise no holds barred. This could be 
done for half cents and colonials, too. In short, everyone could have some fun. Could you 
imagine the sheer number of entries in these classes? And how hard it would be to pick the 
winners? Think about it (as Jack Robinson says). Think about it some more (love that line). 

This is just a simple letter written by a guy (while watching Thursday night football) who 
loves large cents and the fun part of collecting. No flowery expression, no ulterior motives. 
Hope you enjoyed it. 

Editor’s response : Indeed! 


************* 


SWAPS AND SALES 


EAC'ers are invited to submit their ads for inclusion in this column. Ads up to twelve 
lines are free. ADS LARGER THAN 12 LINES MUST BE SUBMITTED CAMERA-READY, AND 
PAID IN ADVANCE. Due to increased production costs, effective immediately, a full page ad is 
$100. Graphic and halftone setup is an additional $60 per page. One third page is $35. Ads 
should be limited to early American Coppers or tokens. Deadline for material to appear in the 
November 15, 1999 issue is October 30, 1999. All ads must include the individual membership 
number of a current member in good standing. Copy should be sent to the Editor, Harry E. 
Salyards, 606 North Minnesota Avenue, Hastings, NE 68901. 

IMPORTANT NOTICE: 

Early American Coppers, Inc. publisher of Penny-Wise, does not examine any of the material 
advertised in Penny-Wise, nor does it review any of the advertising therein. Early American 
Coppers, Inc. assumes no responsibility or liability for any advertisement (or the material 
described therein) and no party shall have recourse against Early American Coppers, Inc. All 
transactions arising or relating to any advertisement in Penny-Wise shall strictly be between the 
parties thereto. Complaints concerning advertisers (or respondents) should be referred to the 
President of Early American Coppers, Inc.; complaints may result in abridgement, suspension, 
or terminations of membership or advertising privileges. 


************* 
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What others think of "The CENT Book" JOHN D. WRIGHT. EAC #7 

MARK KLEIN; The CENT Book is all I'd dreamed it could be and more. Reading it is like 
enjoying a personal chat with John. 

RICHARD STRILEY: Being a novice on large cents I found a number of other books confusing 

and hard to read. I have Adams, Breen, Grellman, Newcomb, Noyes, and Sheldon, but 
yours is the best. 

JULES REIVER: Your book is wonderful. This is the first coin book I have ever seen which can 
be used to attribute coins without having my coins available for checking. Your pictures 
are so sharp that they make attributing an absolute pleasure. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See "The CENT Book" ad in this section. 


************* 


What others think of “The CENT Book”; Mabel Ann Wright, EAC #78 

TOM DELOREY: I especially like the historical notes at the beginning of each date. It lends a 
warm, human touch that is missing from most numismatic literature published since 
Sheldon. 

WARREN LAPP: I can see now why it took so long to get it into print. John didnDt leave out a 
thing. I am amazed at the photos. The book is perfect in every way, which is what I would 

expect from JDW. 

HERB SILBERMAN: Your book is beautiful! I congratulate you on the content. 

TONY CARLOTTO: The CENT Book is fantastic. The year-by-year history is a very nice touch 
and keeps you reading. 

SEE FOR YOURSELF - BUY YOUR OWN. See “The CENT Book” ad in this section. 


************* 


JERRY BOBBE, EAC #184 P.O. Box 25817 Portland, OR 97298 

(503) 626-1075 

Madness, intrigue, political struggle, power, greed ... is it another pre-auction collusion 
session? Noll It’s a series of early coppers that weaves one though the dawn of the Industrial 
Revolution and American Independence, the French Revolution, the political and social ills of 
Britain, and the lives of the elite and the commoner. BRITISH TOKENS! Send for your free 
copy of The Token Examiner, the world’s most informative and entertaining price list of the 1 8* 
Century Aconder@ series. Superb quality, great rarities, bizarre die states, errors, trial pieces 
and patterns our specialty. This series has it all; and with the exception of expensive US related 
colonials (i.e., Washington pieces, Theatre at New York, et al), at prices not seen by large cent 
collectors for over half a century! 


************ 


Donald P. Kay, EAC 4551 875 Marina Hts. Rd. Brookings, OR 97415 

Wanted to finish Large Cent Collection. Started in 1936! 

1799 Condition VG+. Am a Retired WW2 & Korean Disabled Vet and on a limited budget. 
Call at (541) 412 -0314. Thanks. 

At least want a clear date. 

***★**★*★*★*★ 
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Ken Stonebraker, EAC 3454 438 Hillview Cr„ #304 Linthicum Hts, MD 21090 

PENNY-WISE BACK ISSUES FOR SALE EXCELLENT QUALITY 2 SIDED COPIES 

PW ISSUES 82 THRU 93 (JAN 1 981 THRU NOV 1 982) 1 2 ISSUES $ 40.00 POSTPAID 
PW ISSUES 94 THRU 105 (JAN 1983 THRU NOV 1984) 12 ISSUES $ 40.00 POSTPAID 
PW ISSUES 106 THRU 119 (JAN 1985 THRU MAR 1987) 14 ISSUES $ 46.00 POSTPAID 
ALL THREE SETS AS ABOVE $120.00 POSTPAID 

(Issues #120 thru current issue must be ordered from EAC) 

DEPENDING ON RESPONSE TO THIS AD, I HOPE TO OFFER EARLIER ISSUES NEXT 
YEAR. 

*****★***★★★★ 

Robert Zavos, EAC 2502 1007 Savannah Ave. Pittsburgh, PA 15221 

email: rzavos@hotmail.com 

Bowers & Ruddy 10/1/80 Garrett III, HB, new; pr; Colonial and State Coinage (major NJ reference) $35 

3/25/81 Garrett IV, HB; new; pr; Washington, Indian Peace Medals, Other Am Medals 25 

Bowers & Merena 1/24/90 R.H. Gore & Denis Long; Hardbound; New pr; large cents, Halts, Early $1 25 

3/28/90 Boyd Brand & Ryder hardbound; new pr - HT Tokens, Colonials, Conn. & NJ 20 

Crosby, Sylvester Early Coins of America; 1965 Tkn Med Soc Reprint; 378p fine condition 25 

Pine Tree 2/15/75 EAC Convention Sale; outstanding Connecticuts; cat. by Breen; nice; pri 60 

Lapp & Silberman US Large Cents 1793 - 1857; 1975 Quarterman; 647p dj nice copy 35 

Merkin, Lester 8/14/64 Louis Helfenstein Large Cents; 332 lots; many illustrated; prI; nice condition 15 

New Neth./Seaby 1 1/14/73 2"‘‘ Auction Sale; Superb early Large Cents [Nafzger]; fine: $20, another copy, fair: $8 

Wait, George W. 1/29/89 New Jersey’s Money; 1976; Soc Pap Money Collectors; hb; 434p; num ill; like new 30 

$3 postage/order; Numerous auction catalogues and books - ask for free list 


************* 

Alan V. Weinberg, EAC 1899 23321 Aetna Woodland Hills, CA 91367 

(818) 348-3749 

I am interested in acquiring ANY 1793 Wreath Cent (except S-6 and S-llc) in choice, true 
EF-45 to AU-58 (not “slab grade”). Well struck, good color, flawless fields, no rim dings. I 
will pay CQR “choice” +++. 

Also want 1652 Massachusetts colonial silver coinage - Oak & Pine Tree. EF-40 or better, 
full undipped flan, well-struck and problem free. Particularly need OT 6 and 3 pence. 

I also collect “Old West” and “Deep South” old saloon and military fort trade tokens, silver 
Indian Peace and pre-1900 American historical gold and silver medals. 

************* 
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PHIL FLANAGAN, EAC #425 
Phone (360) 240 - 8366 


PO 60x1288 


Coupeville, WA 98239 
Fax (360) 240 - 8360 


BRITISH TOKENS of the lO*'" century form a fascinating series of mostly copper coins that 
incorporate many ties with the United States. In general, this series of mostly half pence is of a 
similar size to U.S. Large Cents. However, I must point out that this British series usually 
appears in better condition AND cheaper than our Large and Half Cents. Since we take the 3 
major credit cards AND have a 21 day return policy, there’s absolutely NO RISK! TRY US! 
Send for our free list listing hundreds of these beautiful coppers from FINE to PROOF. We also 
have many books on the subject which I’m sure you’ll agree, makes collecting much more fun 
and interesting. Call me right now at 1-800-613-8731 for your copy! 




Henry T. Hettger, EAC 2349 PO Box 201 8 Arlington, VA 22202 

(703) 979-1942 


1793 S-7 R6- AG-3, Nice brown coin, date gone, leaves over date clear $ 850 

1799/8 GD-4 smooth brown, light hairlines, date clear, ex B&M, 1 1/98, #1075 1 ,995 

1 803 S-253 EF-40 or better, but lightly porous, and patinated 90 

1798/7 S-150 R5 nice GD-5 LDS, smooth brown, M&G, Mail Bid Sale, #2, lot #46 250 

1800/98 S-191 Very LDS, F- 12, smooth brown, attractive 350 

1804 S-266b GD-5 smooth chocolate, clear date. Ex NTL as choice GD plus 750 

1 824/2 VF-20/1 5 plus, planchet cracks, smooth brown 1 95 

1856 N-21 MS-60 / AU-50, cleaned, retoning, bold piece 9 q 

Postage, any order, $3.00 




Ron Manley, EAC 3909 300 Turnberry Circle Brentwood, TN 37027 

Now Available for Sale: “The Half Cent Die State Book: 1793-1857" . 

This 300-page hardbound reference book was the winner of the 1999 EAC Literary Award. 
Edited by Bob Grellman, it is packed with new and updated information on all business strike 
half cent varieties. Separate obverse and reverse descriptions are provided for each die state. 
Also included are over 250 plated die states, emission sequence revisions, rarity estimates, 
reverse rotation data for each variety, references to major copper sales, blundered edge 
examples, and more. All photographs are large (3-inch diameter for varieties; 2-inch diameter 
for die states). 

$75.00, postpaid (autographed on request) 


************* 


PETER SETIAN, EAC #3529 


PO Box 570 


Wilbraham, MA 01095 


For Sale; 


1817 

N-6 

XF40 

R1 

$240 

Glossy dark brown, stars drawn to the rim. 

1840 

N-1 

Average+ 

VF20 

R2 

28 

Medium brown, better details. Two small dark 

1848 

N-36 

Average 

VG10 

R5 

45 

spots on reverse. 

Light brown. Just a few light marks from choice. 

1850 

N-22 

Average+ 

VF20 

R4 

28 

Light brown. Also just a few light marks from 



Average+ 



choice. 


************* 


EXCEPTIONAL COPPER FROM THE 1790’s: British tokens and books about them. We 
publish Dalton and Hamer, distribute the new 19"' century copper token reference and stay in 
close touch with the British token market. We offer hundreds of IS"' century “conder” tokens 
each year as well as other series including 19**' century copper, silver and (occasionally) gold 
tokens, British medals, British copper currency and out-of-print and important books and 
catalogs about tokens. Write for a free catalog. 

Allan Davisson EAC #3299 Cold Spring, MN 56320 (our full address) 

(320) 685 - 3835 FAX (320) 685 - 8636 email; davcoin@aol.com 


************* 


William C. Noyes, EAC 363 Box 428 Monument Beach, MA 02553 

BRAND NEW 

CQR / NOYES CONDITION CENSUS, 1793 S-1 through 1814 S-295 
* Same small format as CQR - easy to carry to shows. 

T ^ modern coin histories - listing grades and prices. 

^ Absolutely essential for every buyer of large cents. 

^ Top 1 2 to 20 coins listed for each variety. 

Expected publication date; August 1, 1999. 

Send all orders to me at the above address. Cost $35 plus $3 postage. 


************* 


DENIS LORING, EAC #11 


PO Box 363 


New York, NY 10101 


1796 S-96 VG-7 CC 6-8 $10,500 

1796 S-1 15 F-15 ex REN 430 $ 2,750 

1 805 S-267 XF-40 some faded mint color on reverse $ 950 

1828 N6 MS-63 ex EAC ’89;293 as MS-65 $ 2,750 

1829 N9 XF-40 CC-4 $2,500 
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ATTRIBUTION & GRADING SERVICE 


I offer an attribution and grading service for Half Cents and Large Cents. This includes the 
variety designation, die state (if appropriate), and my opinion of the sharpness and net 
grade. This info will be placed on a personalized 2x2 card to accompany each coin. Price 
for the service is $1 per coin, plus return postage. No quantity limit, fast service, lifetime 
guarantee. 

Please note I am sold out of the Attribution Guide for United States Large Cents 1840 - 
1857 . Estimated publication date for the third edition is 2002. 

BOB GRELLMAN, EAC #575 PO Box 951 988 Lake Mary, FL 32795 - 1 988 

(407) 321 - 8747 


************* 


FREDERICK ORLANDO, EAC #4422 PO Box 880 Shingle Springs, CA 95682-8880 


1803 

Cl 

VG 


39.00 

1806 

Cl 

PCGS VF20 

CHOICE 

87.50 

1809 

C3 

PCGS VF35 

CHOICE 

135.00 

1825 

Cl 

FINE 15 


49.00 

1838 

N12 

F15 


20.00 

1839 

Nil 

BOOBY PCGS 

AU58 BEAUTIFUL COIN 

550.00 

1844 

N4 

F15 


20.00 

1847 

N5 

ruff net FINE 


18.00 

1851 

N24 

sl dark net VF 


38.00 

1857 

FLYING EAGLE 

CENTANACS 

EF45 

97.00 


$3.00 POSTAGE ALL ORDERS, PLEASE 


★ ★★★****★★**■* 


GENE ANDERSON, EAC #4718 PO Box 9037 Paris, TX 75461 

(903) 785 -7511, ext. 241 fax (903) 785 - 851 9 genea@1 starnet.com 

Wanted for my personal collection: 

EAC 15‘^ anniversary medallion 
EAC membership token 
“R E Bynum” saloon token 

Please advise as to cost. Thanks. 
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GARY A. TRUDGEN, EAC #1889 


1729 Terrace Drive 


Vestal, NY 13850 


FOR SALE: 1778 ATLEE (MACHIN’S MILLS) HALFPENCE - Vlack 13-78B 
VG. A scarce, rarity-5 variety. Medium brown, porous planchet stuck slightly off-center. 
The legends and date are weak in places due to wear and strike. The last digit of the 
date is very weak. No man-made problems. $130.00 

Send for a free list of colonial and state coppers. 


************* 


ROD BURRESS, EAC #109 


9743 Leacrest 


Cincinnati, OH 45215 
(513) 771 -0696 


For Sale 

#4 Soft Jewelers Brush $8.50 each 

Jewelers Tissue 4x4 inch sheets box of 1000 $7.00 pkg of 250 $2.50 

Xylol 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q-tips 
Acetone 4 oz bottle plus 1 00 wooden stick Q-tips 
Wooden Stick Q-tips $4.50 per 500 

Blue Ribbon Coin Conditioner (bought small qty at prem price) $13.00 ea 

Cast iron Notary Machine unconverted for the do-it-yourselfer $16.00 

Double Row Coin Storage Box for 2 X 2 holders 14-inches long color red 
premium quality heavy duty .103 pasteboard $4.25 each 

Heavy Duty 28 lb Kraft 2x2 Coin Envelopes colors gray, white, brown 


$7.00 pkg of 250 

$3.00 

$3.00 

$8.50 per 1000 


pkg of 100 $3.25 box of 800 $21.00 

Cotton Liners 100 percent soft cotton flannel interior 
standard 2x2 Coin Envelopes SASE for sample 
VIGOR 1 0X Triplet magnifying glass very high quality optics 
on market to my knowledge for its size and price 
extra wide 1 3/16 inch lens aplanatic, achromatic 
Attribution Guide for Matron Head Cents 1816 - 1835 
Superior Galleries Auction Catalogues Please call or write. 

Add $4.00 per order ($4.75 western states) for shipping. Shipping by UPS - You must give a 
street address. 


send SASE for sample 
Fit inside 

$23.00 pkg of 100 
best glass 

$39.00 each with cord 
$4.00 approx 37 pgs 


*★******★**♦* 
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128 Large Cent Collectors Have Joined the Early-Date Report! 

Are you among them? If not, YOUR COLLECTION IS WANTED! This detailed, 
ranked census of large cent collections is published on January 31 st and July 31 st 
of each year. EDR now lists 128 collections with over 16,000 specimens. Only EDR 
members receive copies of the report. Your privacy and security are assured, and no 
part of your address is published in any form. Still in doubt? “Just ask an EDR membe 

To join us, just send for a collection listing sheet, or send any neat list giving the net grade of the best 
example of each 1793-1814 variety in your collection. Collectors joining now will receive a copy of the July 
EDR edition. Submissions are acknowledged promptly, and your updates, inquiries, and comments are 
always welcome. Deadline for our next issue is January 20th, 2000, for publication on the 31st! 

The Early-Date Report - Red Henry, EACH3718 - P.O. Box 2498 - Winchester, Va. 22604 

fax (540)877-2422 — redhenry@visuallink.com 



BUYING LARGE CENTS 


COLLECTIONS-ACCUMULATIONS - SINGLES 

All dates and grades wanted including better Sheldons, Newcombs, and Redbook varieties. Call 
or write and describe what you have for sale. My sell list is available for 55 cents postage. 

EAC#3171 TELEPHONE (661) 323-4507 

RICHARD L. CODAY 
P.O. BOX 1701 
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93302 


JON LUSK EAC #351 Penny-Wise on CD-ROM (Version 2) 

• Contains all 30 years (1967 - 1996) 

• Contains all EAC auctions with prices realized entered alongside lot description 
(includes Bill Noyes color photos for ’83 thru ’87) 

• Easier variety searching. 

• Windows/DOS/Mac compatible Cost: $117.00 

Shipping & handling 4.00 

Credit for returning old Version 1 CD-ROM - (-$40.00) 

New member credit if joined in last 6 months (-$10.00) 

Send to: Digital Dynamics Total 

3055 Plymouth Rd. 

Ann Arbor, Ml 48105 Check one: 

(734) 995 - 2400 Q DOS / Windows | | Mac 


************* 
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Ron Manley, EAC #3909 


300 Tumbcrry Circle 


Brentwood, TN 37027 


THE HALF CENT 
DIE STATE BOOK 

1793-1857 

by Ron Manley 

WINNER OF 

THE 1999 NLG “BEST U.S. COIN BOOK” AWARD 

and 

THE 1999 EAC LITERARY AWARD 

* Edited by Bob Grellmaii* 

* Hardbound, with 300 high quality pages. 

* Over 250 plated die states (92% of total). 

* Large plates (3-inch diameter for varieties; 

2-inch diameter for die states). 

* Separate obverse and reverse descriptions 
for each die state. 

* Reverse Rotation data for each variety. 

* Die states are referenced to Breen’s plates and 

to major copper sales, (including the Cohen, Norweb, 
Robinson, Eliasberg, and M&G auctions). 

* Much new data (including updated rarity estimates, 
blundered edge examples, emission sequence revisions, 
and more)! 

Available bv mail for S75.00 postpaid 

(Autographed on Request) 
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USCents.com Mail Bid Sale #7 

Late Date Large 
Cents 

From the 

Grant O. Reed 
Collection 

In an 

Internet Mail Bid 
Sale 

Closing 

October 17, 1999 

These late date large cents constitute a 
unique offering in the history of large 
cent sales. Every one of the 177 lots 
(176 different varieties) is slabbed! 
Most of them are in PCI holders that 
offer a form of net grading. PCI has a 
green label for “no problem” coins and a 
red label for ones with problems with a 
description of the problem on the label. 
An attribution and grading ticket from J. 
R. “Bob” Grellman also accompanies 
many of the coins. One has two tickets 
by Bob with the same net grade but a 
different sharpness grade. The lot 
description will also include the 
sharpness and net grade opinion of the 
cataloger. An ~ 60 piece PCGS slabbed 
mint-state and proof US type set of half 


cents to gold has also been consigned 
to this sale. 

The catalog for Uscents.com Mail bid 
sale # 7 will be available on the Internet 
or CD-ROM only. Full color images of 
all lots can be downloaded from the on- 
line catalog. Bidding can be done 
several ways: There is an easy to use 
bid sheet available on the on-line 
catalog that sends a form email to the 
webmaster. Bids can also be sent by 
regular email, or by snail mail. The CD- 
ROM is $10.00 postpaid and can be 
requested from the cataloger. The CD- 
ROM contains absolutely no executable 
files that load onto and could harm your 
computer: It has only an HTML file that 
has links to the JPEG images. Images 
come up instantly in your browser from 
the CD-ROM. 

We are now accepting consignments for 
mail bid sale #8. Please contact the 
cataloger to discuss your holdings. We 
look forward to being of service to you. 

Cataloger 

H. Craig Hamling - EAC 867 
PO BOX 604, Florida, NY 10921 
Day Tel: 914-651-4481 x202 
Home Tel: 914-355-4507 
Email: consign@uscents.com 


Webmaster 
Daniel J. Argyro 
PO BOX 512670 
Punta Gorda, FL 33951 
Email: uscents@aol.com 
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Give him/her a 

%*E^S<FECIAL gi<PT 


SPECIAL to Current EAC Members 

$100 Postpaid 

(List Price $125 Postpaid) 

Or Get An Autographed Copy 
Direct from the Author 

John D. Wright 
1468 Timberlane Dr. 

St. Joseph, MI 49085 
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LAST CHANCE 

TO BUY NOYES’ LARGE CENT BOOKS 
AT DISCOUNT PRICES. 

1. SET: U.S. LARGE CENTS 1793-1814 andU.S. LARGE 
CENTS 1816-1839, POSTPAID $195. (AFTER OCT. 31 
1999, PRICE WILL INCREASE TO $240 POSTPAID.) 

2. U.S. LARGE CENTS 1816-1839, POSTPAID $85, ONLY 
WHILE A SMALL OVERRUN OF COPIES REMAINS. 

3. NOYES’ ENCYCLOPEDIA 1793 S-1 TO 1796 S-91, 
POSTPAID $65. HURRY, AS LESS THAN 50 COPIES 
REMAIN. 

SEND ALL ORDERS AND CHECKS TO: CHARLES DAVIS, BOX 547, 
WENHAM,MA 01984. PHONE (978) 468-2933. e-mail: Numislit@aol.com. 


BRAND NEW 

CQR / NOYES CONDITION CENSUS 
1793 S-1 through 1814 S-295 

*SAME SMALL FORMAT AS CQR-EASY TO CARRY TO SHOWS. 
* ALL MODERN COIN HISTORIES-LISTING GRADES AND PRICES. 
♦ABSOLUTELY ESSENTIAL FOR EVERY BUYER OF LARGE CENTS. 
♦TOP 12 TO 20 COINS LISTED FOR EACH VARIETY. 
♦EXPECTED PUBLICATION DATE: AUGUST 1, 1999. 

SEND ALL ORDERS AND CHECKS TO: 

WILLIAM C. NOYES BOX 428 MONUMENT BEACH, MA 02553 
$35 PLUS $3 POSTAGE. 

fcf * «ju *1^ 
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Landmark 1963 Brobston 
Half Cent Catalogue Reprinted 


With The Complete Set of Plates 


Stack’s has reprinted the landmark Brobston Fixed 
Price List Sale of Half Cents. Joseph Brobston’s Half 
Cents were collected over a period of 50 years. When 
Stack’s offered it in their 1963 Fixed Price List No. 69 
it was acknowledged as the finest collection of Half 
Cents ever sold. The late Jack Collins and Walter Breen 
recogni 2 ed the sale as a landmark and they illustrated 
the catalogue in their Half Cent encyclopedia. 

The original Brobston catalogue was issued with il- 
lustrations of some of the coins in the text like a nor- 
mal catalogue. A special, deluxe version was printed 
and distributed that had 12 glossy photographic plates 
laid in with illustrations of additional coins. The de- 
luxe version is very rare and has sold for nearly |2,500 
at auction. 

The new, 1999 Stack’s reprint includes not only the 
illustrations found in the original version, but also 24 
photographic plates bound at the end of the cata- 
logue. These feature aU the Brobston Half Cents that 
were originally photographed. The new edition will 
be an invaluable tool for every collector interested in 
pedigree tracking as well as being a great attribution 
aid. 

The new Brobston reprint is now ready for immedi- 
ate purchase. Quantities are limited. 

Two versions are available for sale. The regular 
softcover version costs |7 5 each. Only 200 softcovers 
were printed. The illustrations in the softcovers are 
halftones. 

The special hardcover version costs |250 each. Only 
25 hardcovers were printed. The hardcovers include 
photographic plates like the deluxe originals. These 
were made by photographing an original 1963 set of 
plates and then retouching them for clarity. The plates 
were hand cropped and hand glued into the reprint 
version. 
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UNITED STATES 

hali* cents 
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Please send your order to: Brobston Catalogue, c/o Stack’s, 123 W. 
57th Street, NY, NY 10019 . If you already have an account with Stack’s, 
you may charge your order to your Stack’s account. If you don’t have a 
Stack’s account, please include your check with your 
order. Stack’s does not accept credit cards. 


The Brobston catalogue belongs in every serious Half 
Cent collector’s library. Until now, obtaining a copy has 
been nearly impossible and very expensive. ^ ^ 

Now you can add this landmark offering of 
some of the finest Half Cents ever sold to 
your own numismatic library. 




123 West 57th Street, New York NY 10019 Telephone: 212-582-2580 Fax:212-582-1946 www.stacks.com 


EAC SALE 
2'kOirO'kO 


CALL FOR CONSIGNMENTS 
★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★★ 

The Sale Committee is soliciting consignments for the 2000 EAC Sale to be 
held in conjunction with the annual Early American Coppers Convention. The 
Convention will be held in Port Canaveral, FL, April 6 -9. 

The Early American Coppers Convention is devoted exclusively to early 
U.S. copper coins. Your early U.S. copper coins will thus receive full 
exposure to serious copper collectors and dealers. Significant pieces will be 
photographed. There will be a mail bid only section that will close April 15. 

The Floor Bid Sale will be 
limited to approximately 450 to 
500 lots. It is the Committee’s 
goal that the Sale be composed 
of: (See insert directly right) 


In past years, choice, scarce and rare coins have brought very strong prizes. 
The 2000 Sale should continue this tradition. Better coins and consignments 
are requested. All coins for the Floor Bid Sale must have a minimum value of 
$100 per coin. Mail Bid coins must have a minimum value of $20 per coin and 
may be group lotted. 

Commissions are charged to 
defray the costs of the EAC 
Convention, and are on a sliding 
scale based upon convention costs 
and the total Sale gross receipts. 

Commission rates will be: (See 

insert directly right) 

There are no buyer’s fees in EAC Sales! 

There will be 4% consignor buy-back charge. 

CONSIGNMENT DEADLINE December 1, 1999 


Gross Receipts 

Commission Rate 

$000,001 - $200,000 

8.0% 

$200,001 - $350,000 

6.0% 

$350,001 and over 

4.0% 


Type 

Lots 

Half Cents 

30-100 

Large Cents 

350 - 400 

Colonials 

15-20 

Hard Times Tokens 

15-20 

Literature 

10-15 

Conder Tokens 

25 


All coins should be sent via REGISTERED MAIL, RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED 
Consignments may be hand-delivered to Tom at major coin shows. 

Feel free to contact Tom Reynolds in advance to discuss your coins, and to 
review the advantages to you and to the Club of consigning to the EAC Sale. 


CONTACT ^ 


Tom Reynolds 
Post Office Box 24529 
Omaha, NE 68124 
(402) 895 - 3065 


*****it*ieic*ie** 
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